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'wirs REASON AND SCRIPTURE. 
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10 THE 


YOUNGER PART OF AVI. 
9 „ 


Mr Ci r kan BRETHREN,” 
| Fg mer pt you to read 


the —. rſt of theſe pa» 
rai. It will not ns 8 much 


pers with attention and impar - 


kderation 3 is my PIN really ing 

the favour. Whoever attempts 

to rectify the miſtakes of others. 

ſhould eſteem it a favour, if he 

* patient hearing: beeauſe 
22 


to arrogate ſuperiority to 


* We 833 of ers 
are ou and its ade ra 85 
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vi DEDICATION. 
taken in ſeveral articles which I 
conceive to be of great impor- 
tince——but not important e: 


nough to fruſtrate your ſalvation. 


While he is really upright, I am 
well aſſured, a man will, never 
be condemned for miſtakes by 5 
his Maker, however his ſhorty 
ſighted fellow creatures may 
think fit to treat him. 
Fou will partly underſtand 
what I think b your caſe, when 


I tell you I apprehend it to be, 


in one view, exactly ſimilar to 
that of a man, who profeſſes 


= great venerition for ſome excel 
Tent per ſonage, and, aiming to 


ſpeak in his praiſe, ſays ſome 
986 things ol him; but many 
others very bad, and very diſho- 


nourable. The man's mind 


(from whatever cauſe) 1 is unbap= 
— _ 


DEDICATION, i 
pily diſtorted : but: his intention 


is perfectly good ; and therefore 
it is impoſſible that ſuch an ex- 


eellent — e ſhould regard 
A 0 an 9 If this wy 
nion of mine 585 thought harſh ; 
F would with you to conſider the 
reaſons which have induced me 
to take it up. You will find 
them in the three firſt of the 
following papers. And, ihould 
you take the trouble to read the 
other two, I hope 1 it wall do you 
no harm. 

-F addreſs myſelf oaiticnlarly ; 
to you, my young friends, be- 
cauſe your prejudices are more 
likely to be removed, than if 
they had been of longer ſtand- 
ing. What is offered, however, 
may be of uſe to ſome who are 

very. differently minded from 


w. 


n DEDICATION: 
u.—If I know. any thing 
% my own heart, my motive 
for making theſe papers public, 
is a deſire to promote genuine re- 
ligion.. 3 
in any . 
90 ter 
a7 oats: and wine, 
<< 2 l, are increaſed.” Ac- 
knowledgin 


elf very un- 
worthy of 9 I 


» 


humbly commit 2 ittle at- 
tempt to the care of that moſt 
wiſe and gracious Being, who 
directs: the affairs: of this, and 
all other worlds, and without 
< whom not even a2 Tous 
4 6 7 
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REASON BE THE PROPER» JUDGE OP 
" SCRIPTURE?: ?: 
NHRISTIANS: receive the 
Bible as containing a divine 
Kats... Hi ; and the followers of 
Mahomet pay the ſame reſpect to 
the Koran. Now I would beg 
leaye to enquire, how is either 


| B pay 


F 1 racer Rai ae ret tn Ee 


2 *Whether REA50K be the 

party juſtified in what they do? 
If at all; I ſhould think by 
that reaſon * which is eſſential 
to human nature. This it is 
which judges of the arguments 
bronght to prove the authority 
of the reputed writers of the 
different books, and the genuine- 
neſs of thoſe books, (i. e.) whe- 
ther they be indeed the produc · 
tions of theſe writers. And as 


. The 5 Res (agreeably, 1 
apprehend, to its moſt common accep- 


tation) is hete uſed im a large ſenſe, to 
fignify that intellectua ! power which diſ- 
covers truth, whether by iptuition or by 

argument; and which, by the ſame 
means diſcovers what we know of morals. 


N One 


8 + 


Proper Fudge of Schirrbur! 


4 
one of the principal arguments 
for any divine revelation muſt 
be deduced from its internal cha- 
raZer, conſidered in a moral 
view, concerning this therefore 
reaſon muſt decide, with reſpect 
to the revelations of the Ole | 
* New Teſtaments. 2 
Yer there is a ue + er 
of Chriftians who affirm, that 
what 1s abſoluleiy neceſſary to 
falvation, though written in the 


- Bible, cannot be underſtood 


without a further revelation 
from Heaven. But J ſhould be 

glad to know how they were in- 
formed of this. I would alfo 

B 2 with 
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which cannot be underſtood. And 
why does ſuch a perſon prefer 


&:- derber Rs A208 be the © 
with a perſon of this ſort to tell 
how [that can be a revelation 


the Bible to the Koran? If you 
were to aſk him, I doubt not, 


be would very readily aſſign you 


a reaſon; and moſt probably it 
would be drawn from the ſupe- 
rior excellence of the Bible ; 
though, . at the ſame time, he 
zould tell vou hat reafon is na 
Fudge of the contents of the book 
which be prefers. And, not- 
withſtanding this principle, which 


he thinks to be of the greateſt 


importance, he would not ſeru- 
ple to give you his reaſons, why 
7 455 he 


8 Proper Fudge of StzryTURE ? 5 


he differs from ſome of his fel- 


low-chriſtians with teſpe& to 
various points of doctrine. What 
is this man doing ? Certainly he 
is geaſoning concerning the doc- 
trines of | ſcripture : and that 
doctrine he rejects (as not ſcrip- 
tural) and this he receives. | 
Why.?——Becauſe he thinks he 
has reaſon. 


1 the tire be not cog- 
nizable by any faculties we poſ- 
ſeſs, to what end ſhould we ſtu- 
dy them? And how are we in 
any ſort | b/ameworthy for not 
obeying the goſpel ?. Since we 
cannot obey what we Cannot un- 

B 3 . derſland. 


6 Whether Kzazon bo % 
derfland. But we may un- 
« derſtand when enlightened by 
ce the grace of God, though 
te not before,” Yet how do we 
know that the ever bleſſed God 
doth at all communicate his in- 
fluence, further than to main- 
tain our exiſtence ? If the Bible 
know the Bible tells us fo, un- 
leſs when we read that book we 
under/iand it? If we do not un- 
derſtand it, we cannot get our 
information from thence. If 
you have had a particular revela- 
tion from God, acquainting you 
that there i 4 10 revelation in the 
: I, _ 


Frater Jude of denirrunn ? 7 
Bible, ee n to give us 
mm 


© Mops. it be ſaid, We 
10 are all endowed (either natu- 
10 rally or ſuper naturally) with 
<« a capacity to underſtand from 
© the word of God thus much. 
<0 That there is a great deal to 
cc be known, in order to ſalva- 
e tion, which (though found in 
the Bible) cannot be under- 
< ſtood without a further ſuper- 
.* natural revelation :”—I muſt 
i confeſs, for my part, that I have 
ner this capacity. And I am 
_ perſuaded, whatever any man 
may imagine, neither has be. If 
n he 


— 


"8, Whether RxASBUN be: tb 

he has, he can make it evident 
to all candid people, that the 
propoſition here mentioned is 
ſuppoſe him to acknowledge we 
are all able to _ of Hy 
main ob do d cd gn 


13 


| In the mean time, it ſhould 
ſeem, that, as 'ratzonul being, 
we are capable of perceiving the 
eſtabliſned meaning of language, 
of diſcerning between truth and 
falſchood, and of judging con- 
cerning moral good and evil. 
This power we. uſe when read- 
ing any, book. whatever; and by 
this _ we are enabled to un- 

. derſtand 


Proper Judge of Senir rung? 9 
derſtand the contents of the 
book, to judge of its doctrines, 
whether they be true or falſe 3 
and of its moral :tendency, whe 
ther ĩt be good or otherwiſe.” If, 
then, this. power. belon 8 to us, 
as rational beings, how can it be 
ſuppoſed, that we. are naturally 
unable to underſtand the Bible? 
It is true, there may be ſome 
things in it which we ſhall ne- 
ver underſtand. If ſo, it is the 
ſame to us as if they were not 
there. They cannot be needful 
for us to know. | 
* Wo . 

I wovLD, by no means, ſup- 
pres that formidable objeCtion. 
66 It 


160 Whether Rzason be the .* 
« If reaſon de able to deter- 
* mine the ſenſe of ſcripture, 
« why ſhould we pray for aflift- 
% ance?” In reply to it, I 
would beg leave to offer the 
eee. | 

Ix the firſt EAN I ne 
ſerve, it is univerſally agreed 
among Chriſtians, that in the 
Bible we have a divine N 
p tion. But, | Y 11TH 9 2 


y, An 1 re- 
velation is a e as . 
N ace ricky 200 Mirans 


'TrIRDLY, 


Profer Fudge of Seni rom? tr 
"THIRDLY, Beeauſe a man can 
do more when aſſiſted, than 
when he has none to help him, 
it does not follow, that if he has 
no aſſiſtance he can do nothing ; ; 
but the contraty follows, or ta. 
ther is implied in the ter 
Afſiflance always ſuppoſes As 
conturring agency of the perfor 


 Foortary, Whatever know- 
ledge we get from the ſcripture 
by divine affiftance,. this know- 
ledge muſt perfectly correſpond 
with the plain and obvious prin- 
ciples of reaſon, To make this 
evident I would obſerve, 

FIFTHLY, 


12 - Whether ' RxAgon be. the I 


* 


Firrnir, Should any one 
fa that, being divinely illumi- 
nated, he was thereby enabled to 
know, from ſome obſcure pal. 
ſage of ſcripture—That one in- 
telligent being may wantonly 
torment and perſecute another, 
and, in ſo doing, act conſiſtent- 
ly with the moſt perfect recti- | 
tude—This would be a dread- 
ful miſtake indeed, And now, 
what determines this to be a miſ- 
take? Doubtleſs "it is readſ ny 
with whoſe plain principles the 
doctrine of this enli ghtened per- 
On claſhes , and vil not correſ-. 
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Proper Judge of $lnubrvine ! 13 

Fo theſe obſervations it ap- 
pears, that (altho' much more 
knowledge may be gained from 
the ſcripture by divine aſſiſtance 
than without it) the meaning of 
ſcripture muſt be determined by 
e in the laſt reſort. 15 


Tu E golpel i is 8 re- ? 
ceived in England as a divine re- 
velation of truth and duty. But 
a native of this country, who 
ſhould receive it for ſuch with- 
out any better reaſon (a remark” 
which has often been repeated) 
would' at an exceeding weak, 
and a very criminal part. There- 
fore, although a native of this 


on. 


2 


4 Me, Ra gon be „% 
country, T'am bound to enquire 
after better reaſons whereon to 
build my faith. And I appre- 
hend (waving all others) the two 
beſt proofs that the goſpel is a 
its internal character, with re- 
gard to truth and moral tenden- 
ey, and from its efe#s in a mo- 
ral view upon thoſe who have 
moſt ſincerely received ĩt 
Theſe two articles being con- 
nected with itspretenfions. Wich- 
out theſe probfs all others are 


remcte, 122 2 


* 
a 0 -0 * . 
rn 
© = . 
; i 
* 


Pier Judges of $cxaprurt ? 16 
Bu now. how am 1 to judge 
concerning; the internal chares- 
Doddridge ſays ane of the beſt 
proofs is drawn from hence; yet 
this, he affirms, myſt not be 
brought to the teſt of reaſon, 
If ſo, I am otterly ignorant whe- 
ther it be excellent or otherwile ; 
and I ath equally ignorant, whe- 
ther the goſpel has had a good or 


a bad effect on thoſe: who haye 
cordially received it. If the 
report of reaſon merit no regard, 
I am unable to tell you which 
book is moſt valuable, the Bible 
or the Koran : I know no dif- 


ference 


„% muas, Kruse l, % 
ference between Jeſus and Ma- 
homet; between a Chriſtian and 
a Turk *; between a perſon 
whom T judge to be religious 
and Nd and another whom 
I think to'be 1 er * 
N ene 


Bo T, whatever reſpect may 
be due to great names (and there 
are few names I venerate more 
than Dr. Doddridge s) as a rea- 
nale bein 8. I am conſcious of 


©*_Lirquld-be far from REIT OY | 
F Turk, becauſe a_ Turk, is therefore a 
bad man: but 1 believe there has been» a 
and there is, mueh greater, much more 
exalted virtue among Chriſtians. 


by 1 a law 


Proper Fudge of Scnirrung? 177 
a Jaw concerning good and evil 
written upon my HEART *. 
Now who, I pray, inſcribed it 
there but the ever bleſſed God, 
to whom I owe my nature; ſee- 
ing he is the author of univerſal 
nature? And if this la be his 
inſcription, is it not, then, in 
the higheſt degree, facred and 
inviolable ? It is: and, of con- 
ſequence," ** Woe unto them, 
« who, [preſumptuouſly] put 
« evil for good, and good for 
« ail.” To this ſacred law I 
Es obliged to being . 


N See Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, 
chap, li, Yale 14, 15˙ 2 


C what- 


18 "Whither Rao br the” 
whatever book it is which is aid 
to contain a divine revelation, 
| before I receive it as ſuch : and 
by this /aw I am indiſpenſibly 
obliged to judge of the ect. 
ſuch a book produces on thoſe, 
who cordially receive the reve- 
lation which it is faid to contain. 
It would be a crime of the firſt 
magnitude to acknowledge” a 
book to be of divin? authority, 
when condemned by the l I 
am ſpeaking of, as a withed 
book: and if not an equal crime, 
it would yet be a very great one, 
to eſteem and treat a man as good 
and juſt, when, by this late, 
condemned. as a wicked and un- 
3 + righteous 


Proper: Fudge of Sckle rung! 19 


tigbtepus perſon. This, chen, 
is the 7% whereby we are to de- 
termine the character of the 
goſpel, and of thoſe who receive 
it. But certainly this was not 
thought the proper teſt by a 
gentleman who, to expreſs the 
greatneſs; of his faith, declared 
to me, that if the Bible had af 
firmed concerning black, that it 
was dobite, he would have be⸗ 
| lieved it: though (I apprehend) 


his Sea! e n 


po n 


08 A | 15 - 
Fox N TOR 1 am G 0 
. of the divine excel- 


"NEE of the goſpel. - The voice 


e C7 of 


3 * Whether RA be the 

of reafon hath” convinced me. 
To it likewiſe I owe my convig- 
tion, that Chriſtianity hath ren- 
dered its genuine d. ſeiples | more 
like, than any other perſons, to 
the amiable original of all ex- 
cellence. I ſay, owever 
wickedly many have acted while 
they bore the Chriſtian name, 
reaſon hath convinced me, that 
human nature was never ſo a- 
dorned with moral. Beauty an d 
dignity, as among | Chriſtians. 
Yet T ſincerely reſ] pet. the cha- 


racter of an Aurelius, A Ting: 
leon, a Phocion, bh 5 &e. 


U 


: 


Proper Fudge of e > 21 


7 F ROM the Chriſtian reyela- 
tion, it ſhould ſeem that the 
human race was left in a ſtate of 
weakneſs, that thereby we might 
be engaged to look-up to our 
heavenly parent for his kind af- 
france, which he hath declared 
himſelf much readier to grant 
us, than any earthly parent can 
be to give good things to his 
children. Andi it ſhould. ſeem, 
that our Na weakneſs doth 
imply an inability clearly to dif. 
cern religious truth by natural 
light. But ſome there are, who 
ſay, we can no more diſcern re- 
ligious truth, till we receive 
Fre by a divine operation up- 
C 3 on 


k 
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22 With Reagan b ihe” 
on our minds no thor mT a 
blind man can behold colours or 
ſhapes. Therefore, "ay they, 
before we are thus divinely 
wrought upon, the Bible is un- 
intelligible to us. Beſide what 
I have already advanced againſt 
this ſtrange opinion, I bog leave 
to offer the following paſſages of 
ſeripture: though it may be al- 
ledged, that I do net andenam 
theſe paſſages. © "If I do, they 
f acquaint me, that revelation gives 
men an opportunity to exerciſe 
a faculty which they Poſſeſttd 
N. to the revelation: 


Proper Fooge of Schur! 23 
. Qus bleſſed Saviour tells Ni- 
codemus, that, light is come 
into the world, and men lo- 
ved dackneds rather than 
« ght. Now where the or- 
gans of viſion are wanting, the 
light is of zo »/e; and a perſon 
who has them not, 1s not at li- 
berty to chogſe between dark. 
neſs and light. I argue, there- 
fore, that men were in a capaci- 
hy be ſts tbe light, that Iv, 10 un- 
durſtand the goſpel. The grace 
(or, as it is generally explain- 

ed, the goſpel) of God, which 
<« bringeth · ſalvation, hath ab- 
< peared to all men,” as St. 
rb declares to Titus. Now, 
C 4 | what- 


whatever: appears is ſeen ; and 
whoevet they are that ſee, they 
have re faculty. of Neeing. But 
the perſons mentioned in this 
paſſage are all men, to whom the 
goſpel was preached: There- 
fore, I conclude, that all nen 
vho have the goſpel with them, 
have the faculty g ſeting that 
glorious light; that is, they 
have an ability to .ungerſiand the 
goſpel” Again; the ſame apoſ- 
tle avers to the Corinthians, con- 
cerning himſelf and his brethren; 
1 % by manifeſtation of che 
* truth, nee them 
« ſelves to every man's con- 
« ſcience.” But I would aſk, 


— 


Proper, Fudge of Schν ͥ u ? 25. 
can the truth be manifeſted to 
any one who cannot undenſtand 

it? Or is any one qualified to 
julge of what he is unable to un- 
denſtand? St. Paul, however, 
affirms, that the truth 4was ma- 
nifeſted: and I profeſs I can ne- 
ver bring myſelf to think him ca- 
pable of ſuch an abſurdity, as 
the offering colours: to a Lind. L 
man for his opinion of them. It, 
ſeems very fair, therefore, to in- 
fer, that the perſons to whom the 
truth was manifeſted (that is, to 
whom the goſpel was preached) 
were: able to: underſtand the goſ- 


pel. ey 
"Ip Now, 


a ee RA. 44 the. 

as rulinal beings, to judge con- 
cerning true and falſe, good and 
evil: and ſeeing we know not that 
any thing is true or falſe, good 
or evil, but as the voice of rea» 


2 4 
P it &: 
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* 
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_ * One would think that Base af 
et two articles could be denied by any 
ſober man, when, at the ſame time, he” 
uſes his reaſon in determining of true and 
falſe, good and evil ; and never deter- 
mines but according to the verd: of his 
reaſon. No matter whether the determĩ- 
nation be right or wrong. There is true, 
and there is falſe reaſoning. The wild- 
eſt enthuſiaſt ſays, *© The ſcriptures] are 
ce true; my opinions are ſcriptural; 
therefore they are true.“ Again; 


Proper Judge of Scnrwpune'? 33... 
_ ſeeing the above quotations 


ee Wan s eee 
Das f 
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9 My e > moved]; therefore” 
4e God is | preſent with me * a ſpecial 
tc manner.” Again; * The ſcriptures 
& teach that reaſon is no proper judge of 
& revelation, and that the natural dictates 
« of reaſon are falſe : the ſcriptures are 
« true; therefore I conclude that reaſon 
t js no proper judge of revelation, and 
& that when reaſon preſumes to ſay, this 
ie is good, and that is evil, it ſays falſe, 
%% Moreover, becauſe the ſcriptures of 
«. truth teach me, that what reaſon calls 
evil, is, in reality, perfectly good, [ 
<- conclude it is ſo; (ex. gr.) Becauſe 
the ſcriptures, teach me, that it was 
6 perfeRly. conſiſtent with the divine 
* goodneſs to create innumerable mul- 
© —_ * men for eternal and moſt ex- 
Y & quiſite 


us Whether Reazon be the | "Me 
propoſition to. be a true * I 
think we may ſafely judge, That 
men, as rational beings, « are in a ca- 
Pacity fo underſtand t the ſcriptures, 
And, if fo, it ſhould ſcein we are 
in : duty bound to admit no inter. 


ws ww A ©. m_—_— — 


<« gte miſery ; therefore I condlude it 
<< was perfectly conſiſtent, Whatever its 
cc ſon may alledge to the contrary.” — 

N ow pray what is all this, but cm — 
even in deſpite of reaſon? And here per- 
mit me to aſk, who is moſt likely to be 
in the right he that, in fact, determihes 
his religious opinion by his ceaſon, at the 
ſame time denying it, and avowedly it 
jecting what he owns to be rational prin= 
ciples—or he that, believing it both his 
duty'and his privilege, proceeds upon 
rational principles to make ſober and ſes- 
rious enquiry for religious truth? 


pretation 


=_— 7 


I 
; 


FT ST. LTSOT .- 


,guith, 


Prijer Judge of ScaieTuRE ? 29 
tion of ſcriptu Ire iich rea- 

fon the not approve and autho- 
1 And, therefore, we are 
Get in | conſcience to bring all 
doctrines, even thoſe ſaid to be 
moſt orthodox and. ſcriptural, to 
the teſt of reaſon, and to receive 
or reject them according as they 
will or will not endure that teſt. 
But methinks I hear one exclaim- 
in ws "«« Behold the pride of this 
wretch! I would civilly aſk. 
3 whether he ſnould 
think himſelf warranted to af- 
firm, that any one was proud 
who. declared his /gbt to be ſo 
good, that he could eaſily diſtin- 
A man from a . and 


4 
8 a 
* 8 0 
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good, that he could {ee and diſ- 


go - Whither REASON be the 
6 and ſo 


tinguiſh every thing about him, 
_ as far as needful to make his life 
comfortable, ahd enable him to 
do his proper buſineſs ? If the 
man s fight were like other men 
fight, I think it muſt be allow- 
ed, that ſuch a declaration would 
not prove him & proud man : 
neither would it prove him ſuch, 
if, when a perſon ſhould tell 
him he was unable to diſtinguiſh 
a man from à tree, &. he 
ſhould ill perſiſt to declare him- 
(elf able. And certainly one is 
no more proud for ſaying that 
his regſon is able to diſtinguiſh 


true 


his reaſon is ind; after beg- 
ging the favour of him to read 
this paper over again, I ſhould 
content myſelf with obſerving, 


L 7 — 
91 7 * 
— 
i * 


Proper Fudge of "SCRIPTURE ? z 


true from falſe, and good from 
evil, which is the proper office of 


his regen no more proud than 
he would be for ſaying, that his 


eg hes oye; 1 . 


nent ſhould (till inſiſt, ũ— That 


«whatever a man's eyes may be, 


mat while mei, as mer, are con- 
ſeious that they poſſeſs a faculty 
which diſtinguiſhes true from 
falſe, and good from evil, even 


WI J 43 as 


* 


"22 © Whither REASON be the _ 
as they ate conſcious -that they 
poſſeſs bodily 'organs , which 
diſtinguiſh a man from a tree, 
and one man from another, they 
ought to let none perſuade th em 
they are under à delufion,” any 
more than they would let ſome 
perſons, who are ſo unhappy as 
to have the jaundice, petſuade 
them that they do not ſee the 
true colour of objects. This 
compariſon indeed does not ſuit 
exactly; becauſe reaſon is aſ- 
ſerted to be not only diſordered, 
but dead with reſpect to religi- 


»I am aware that, philoſophically 
| ſpeaking, it is not the 9, but the /ou! 
_ * | 


ous 


GE 
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dus 2 and '#piritual objects. 
The more aſtoniſhing that rea- 
ſonable beings ſhould give cre- 


7 


\ + 


dit to ſuch an extravagant aſſer- 


ow + 


- 
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T is pity, that a book ſo ex 
cellent as this ſhould have 
any blemiſh; but we are well 


apprized, that every work of 
man is liable to imperfection: 


indeed we cannot doubt, that it 


is fairly chargeable upon every 


human production. Therefore, 
I hope that no candid perſon will 
Sa think 


A 1 N T 8, Se. Is 
think. mo worthy of blame, if, 
while in general I greatly reſpect 
this excellent book; I take the 
liberty to intimate, that it con- 
tains ſome things miſtaken for 
truths. That this is really the 
caſe. the reader (I perſuade my 
ſelf ) will diſcern, if The will take 
the trouble to.compare what the 
author hath faid with what here 
follows. 


AND 1 beg — to enquire "© 


> Sy 1 it not he 
1 to endeavour ſincerely to 
underſtand the truth, and then 


to receive it in the love of it ? 


D 2 Qu. 


36 Hiwrs prefixed to Mr. Mason's 
u. 2. Can we perform this 
duty, unleſs we examine, with 
care and feriouſneſs, alt and e- 
very of thoſe religious doctrines 
which we profeſs to believe? 


Qu. 3. Can we retain ſuch 
doctrines as will not endure exa- 
mination, and yet retain a good 
Conſcience ? © | 


Qu. 4. Is it ſufficient to make 
a doctrine to be true, that we 
are fold it is a true doctrine, and 
it is a very wicked thing to be- 
i n ? 


Qu. 
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g. 5. Do we not certainly 
know that ten and ten are, and 
that ten and five are 9: S 
_— 15 * o 


Qu. 6. If the reverſe were 
ſaid to be affirmed by holy writ, 
ought. we not to r:jed ſuch an 
interpretation as manifeſtly falſe, 
8 — to be true? 


Qu. 7. Are we at all more 
certain that ten and ten are, and 
that ten and five are not equal to 
twenty, than we are certain that 
what is natural is, and for ever 
muſt be eſſentially different from 
vie i is moral? 


; as; 


vs 


33 Hiwre prefixid te Mr. ses 
Qu. 8. Is any one 4 wicked 
man, becauſe his complection is 


naturally a dark, and not a 29 678 
nien rs | 


Qu. 9. Is it not equally na- 
tural for a man to have à certain 
complection, and certain e 


and * 8 


Qu. 10. What reaſon can be 
aſſigned why natural external 
complection ſhould not, and yet 
natural paſſions and appetites 
ſhould conſtitute a man wicked, 
or bad, or morally depraved ? 


| Qu. 


* 
* 
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Qu. 11. As we ſee: at once, 
intuitively;thati it is abſolutely im- 

poffible for two and two to make 
_ five; do we not, in the very 
fame manner, ſee that it is ab- 
ſolutely :mpofjible for completion, 


or bodily figure, or underflanding, 
{whether great or ſmall) or for 


appetite, or inflin#, or paſſion, 
or for any thing NATURAL, to 
make a man either wicked Ot 


0 4 


Qs. 1 Can any thing con- 
ſlitute one a bad man, but the 
41 of Ur 3 


24 Qu. 


40 Hure prefixed to Mr. MAD 
' Q. 13. IS it not the rigbt 
uſe of liberty only, which con- 
ſtitutes one a good man? 
„ 


Q. 14. If it be impofſible 
that any. thin g natural ſhould 
conſtitute one a bad 1 man, is not 
the doctrine which aſſerts that 
the human nature, .as ſuch, is 
morally corrupt or depraved, im- 
poſſible to be a true darine ? 


Qu. 15. Is not the ever bleſ- 
ſed God the author of univerſal 
nature, and therefore of the 


human nature & 


Qu. 16. Is it not 5 rea- 
ſonable to think, with Job, that 
* we 


— 
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we are the workmanſhip of * 
7 rr the RENE W 


* 


* 


Qs. 17. nee (homey A 
abſurd) that the firſt man's tranſ- 


greſſion conſtituted the human 

nature a wicked nature; who can 

underſtand the difference be- 

tween upholding mankind in a 

capacity to propagate a wicked 

nature, and creating 4 nature 

* . 2 8. 7 
"as 18. What _— can be 

given why beings ſhould not be 

placed originally in a ſtate of 


probation ? 
| YE 


4 Hrwrs prefixed to Mr. Mxzonw's 
„Qu. 19. Why ſhould it be 
| thought, that human appetites 
and paſſions are in the leaſt un- 
An to a ſtate of probation ? 


Qu. 20. If a man deſerves 
puniſhment, is it not becauſe he 
is an ee, ? 


Qu. 21. And ſhould any 
other being voluntarily endure 
puniſhment for him, would that 
make him not an offender, and 
ſo not puniſhable z or would he, 
of neceſſity, be till an fender, 

| and ſo — n 0g of neceſſity * 


Qs. 22. Doth not juſtice 
plainly require that the offen- 
| der, 


der, and e aber. eve 
el has 

b 23. b Bam not - Juſties 
plainly forbid to puniſh the in- 


nocent F 


is 24. If it be allowed that 
juſtice” ſorbidt to puniſh- the in- 
nocent, how is it poſſible that 
juſtice ſhould: be /atisfied by that 
"ay e een N 


„ 0 wo 


conſent of a being to be puniſhed, 


Qu. 
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Qu. 25. Is it univerſally: true, 
or univerſally falſe, that the mere 


renders him in e an P 


SD 


44 HinTs prefixed to Mr. Mazon's 
Qu. 26. Is it not moſt evi- 
dent that, if a being be puniſh- 
ed without any other reaſon than 
his cenſent, the puniſhment muſt 

A be inconſiſtent with juſtice ? 


- Qu. 27. If (as it ſhould ſeem) 
an innocent being, though he 
conſent to be puniſhed, cannot 
be in juſtice puniſbabie; if the 
only righteous ground of a be- 
ing's puniſhment be his own of- 
fence ; if the puniſhment of an 
innocent being (tho the thing 
were in itſelf rigöt) cannot 


make an offender not puniſhable ; 
oth it not ad that the doc - 
| trine 
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trine which aſſerts the ſati faction 
H juſtice by vicarious puniſbment, 
15 a ee bee and erroneous 9 

F ; niger i 

_ 28. If in On to 
reaſon, we believe that the hu- 
man nature, as ſuch, is a wicked 
nature; if webelieve that themere 
conſent of an innocent being to 
be puniſhed renders him properly 
and truly puniſhable ; if we be- 
lieve, that the puniſhment of 
ſuch an innocent being may 
make an offender puniſhable no 
anger; why then are we not 
conſiſtent. enough to ſhew our 
oppoſition to reaſon, and our 
contempt af it in every inſtance; 

par- 


* 


46 Hiro frefixed to Mr. Mason's 
particularly by declaring; our un- 
feigned aſſent and conſent. to 
ſuch propoſitions as theſe: that 
a body moving from one point 
ta another in a crooked line, goes 
the neareſt way; that it is very 
poſſible for a thing to be, and 
nat to be, at the ſame time; 
that the moſt, virtuous and ex- 
cellent men are the, fitteft lo be 
| banged; and that the verieſt vi- 
Lains are tbe Ow to * bonaured 
and . 2 


1 
4 . 


lata e gs. 
and with a view to ſerve the 
Chriſtian cauſe, I have offered 
the preceding quegies. I am 
F 7 Per- 


* © 
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perſuaded that all religion, ag 
fur as it is genuine, is a teaſona- 
ble ſervice: and this perſuaſion 
was the ground of my attempt 
to rectify, by a few hints, Mr. 
M—'s miſtake, concerning the 
human nature; which he re- 
preſents as morally corrupt in 
its effence :- and concerning hu- 
man ſalvation, which he teaches 
is the effect of the vicarious ſuf· 
ferings of our Bleſſed Saviour. 

What has been ſuggeſted, per- 

haps, will be ſeverely condemned 

by thoſe, who, ſpeaking in 2 


ſtile ſomewhat lofty, call them 
ſelves orthodox (that is twfalh- 7 v*> 
bie) men. But, at leaſt, there 


arc 


u Hiwrs prefixed to Mr. Mao's 
are me men truly wiſe and 
good, I hope many, Who will 
not condemn it: my own heart 
approves it: and the omniſcient 
judge knows _ W in- 
tention. | 1 | 


La 


_ will be ch ak the 
firſt four queſtions have not the 
leſs- weight for intimating no- 
thing very different from *. 
M—'s ſentiments. 


Ax I beg it may be ob- 
ſerved, that if it be admitted 
(agreeably to what is intimated 
in Qu. 12 and 13, ) that our 
moral character is. ſolely conſti- 

9 tuted 
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tuted by the uſe} we make of 
our liberty this by no means 
excludes the value of evangeli- 
cal privileges, for which we can 
never be thankful enough. But 
it is obvious, that theſe do not 
render one @ good man it is the 
improvement of theſe. If they 
are abuſed, the man is ⁊vr ſe than 
if he had never Oe” _ 
pages? 2 Ns 


| Ne EDI beg it may be obſerved, 
further, that the goſpel ſuffers 
no. diſparagement by our dif= 
carding the notion of vivarions 
puniſhment ? A notion unworthy” 
of the ae goſpel, and. ſo- 

ki E reign 


yo Mints xfrei to Mr. Mazok' 
reign to it. Our ſalvation is not 
founded on vicurus pumſbmont, 
but on the ohedhence and worthi- 
Heſs of our bleſſed and benevo- 
tent Saviour. He was obedient 
even unto death. And there- 
fore, for bis ſake, and in bonow 
of Bin, penitent ſinners, who 
return to the path of righteouſ- 
neſs, are not only forgiven, but 
are admitted into eternal life: 
which, whoever enjoys, he re- 
ceives it as the gift of God, 
* through Jefas Chriſt our 
4 Lords” who, according to the 
wiſdom and the grace of God, 
 kiged. for n ded for us; 
Whoſe 
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whoſe name we oo evermore 
to honour and _ | 


| Have kee he 
to the Reader, I do, now, ar- 
neſtly recommend to him this 
excelent bank: and may the 
1 
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ſhew that Mr. M—'s no- 
tion of our ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt (tho eſpouſed by many 
very reſpectable perſons beſides 
himſelf) is a miſtaben notion, it 
ſeems, on further conſideration, 
incumbent on me to expreſs a 
little more fully what I take to 
be the ſcriptural ſalvation. 


IT is, in my apprehenſion, 
twofold. It conſiſts, firſt, in 
that light or inſtruction which 
Chriſt brought into the world, 
together with the powerful in- 

fluence 
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fluence of his ſublime example; 
whereby men are, or may be 
ſayed, from ignorance, ſuperſti- 
tion, folly and wickedneſs ; and 
whereby they are, or may be 
made partakers of that happi- 
neſs, which is derived from ge- 
nuine religion only: here, 
likewiſe, are included all thoſe 
illuſtrious privileges freely be- 
ſtowed upon profeſſing Chriſ- 
tians in common, and intended 
as means of improvement; ſi- 
milar to thoſe conferred upon the 
Iſraelites, and intended for the 
ſame purpoſe . This is pro- 
perly ſalvation. In this ſenſe, 
# See Taylor on the Romans. 
E 3 ho- 
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nefit from Chiriſt, except ſuch 
as are acquainted with his poſs 
pet. But, fecondly, the ſalva- 
tion by Chriſt conſiſts in a deli- 
verance of the penitent and fin- 
cerely obedient, from the * 
niſhment due to their ſins; 
alſo in the acquiſition of ar 
life, and bleſſednefs for ſuch per- 
ſons in the manner preſeribed by 
infinite wiſdom. And J believe 
| there neyer was, nor ever will 
be, any human being uncon- 
cerned in this part of the Chriſ- 
tian ſalvation. Now, in what 
manner were this deliverance and 
this acquiſition effected ? By the 

obe- 


POSTSCRIPT. ig 
obedience and worthineſs of the 
San of God. Indeed we are told 
that he layed us, and gave 
« bimſelf for us, an offering 
« and a facrifice to God for a 
« ſweet ſmelling favour :” we 
are {aid to © have redemption 
“ through his blood, the for- 
« giveneſs of ſins: alſo we are 
faid to be redeemed with the 
precious blood of Chriſt, as 
« of a lamb without blemiſh, 
« and without ſpot, &c. &c.” 
And I would be very far from 
intimating, that his moſt bene- 
volent death is zor the ground of 
our alvation. J firmly believe 
it Is and deſire always to to re: 

E 4 member 
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member this 'with the deepeſt 
gratitude. But 1 apprehend it 
ſo to be, as it is the conſumma- 
tion and perfection of has virtue 
and obedience, 70 
To me it is apparent, fem 
the ſcripture, that mankind was 
intended from the beginning to 
live under the diſpenſation of 
grace in Chriſt Jeſus ; though 


the greater part may be ignorant 


of it. St. Peter faith, «* Chriſt 
« was verily foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, 

but was manifeſt in theſe laſt 
« times.” John the Baptiſt 
ſtiles him the Lamb of God, 


6 which 


o 
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te Which taketh away the ſins 

« of the world.“ St. Paul tells | 
the Galatians, that the - goſpel 3 
was preached to Abraham, when: 

it was faid to him, in thy ſeed 
«ſhall all the nations of the 

ce earth be bleſſed.” He tells 
the Hebrews, that, Chriſt, 

4 by the grace of God, taſted 

« death for every man.” And 

he tells the Romans, that, the 
grace of God, in Chriſt; ex- 

*© tends as far as the effects of 

« Adam's tranſgreſſion extend; 

(J. e.) to all men without ex- 
ception, © SET» 4 


f 1 JUDGE, 1 
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I jvnen, then, that, before 
the foundation ' of the world, 
aur Blefied Saviour, in concur 
eternal wiſdom, determined to 
deſcend from Heaven (when the 
fulneſs of time ſhould come) 
wonderfully ta humble himſelf, 
to take upon him the form of a 
ſervant,” to become obedient un- 
to death, even the death of the 
creſs: hereby deſigning to 
gecompliſh theſe two ends. Firſt, 
to inſtruct, reclaim, and bleſs 
mankind by his heavenly doc- 
trine and example: and ſecond- 
ly, to procure moſt honourable 
and happy privileges for ſome | 
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and for all. on their repentance, 
the kncerely good in all ages, and 
in all nations of the world) the 
forgiveneſs of ſins, and eternal 
life and bleſſedneſs: tq procure 
theſe benefits for us by 44 ewe. 
obedience, and more eſpecially by 
the offering and ſacrifice of him- 
part, and the conſummation of 
his obedience ; and on that aca 
count, an offering and a ſacrifice 
God *. Yet, I apprehend, we. 


* | Thee is na medium. You muſ 
either think it { on that account, or you 
| muſt 
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are by no means warranted to 
think that Chriſt yielded up his 
life to a mere arbitrary com- 
mand. Although he had re- 
ceived no expreſs command to 
do it, ſtill it would have been a 


moſt virtuous and worthy act in 
_ ve e Thus con- 


muſt think that the 18 ind 4 God 
Pook delight in the penal ſufferings of his 
poly, and innocent, and well beloved ſon. 
If this laſt be your opinion, you are * 
ry welcome to it: but, for my part, I 
cannot think it favourable to religion; 
becauſe it appears to me very abſurd, 
and, at the ſame time, very ſhocking. 
The great God doth nothing arbi- 
trarily, Whatever he doth, he doth 
it—becauſe it is 105 we N and beft. 


In ſidered, 
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death ſhould quail: (according to 


. . . - 
God's wiſe - appointment) as a 


ſin- offering for mankind. And 
we ought evermore to remem- 
ber, that in his humiliation, and 
his righteous life, as well as in 
ſuffering a moſt cruel death, and 
the peculiar diſtreſs which at- 
tended it, he was mightily influ- 
enced by that motive, ſo inte- 
reſting to us, his philant bropy 
properly ſtiled . a love that "__ 
<> "Seth ee e 
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ſlator could not, conſiſtently 

with his attributes and charac- 
| ter, 
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do be moſt worthy of han who 
| etheoriginl of ll die 


We Gently deem du A 15 
dighty becoming the divine cha- 
racter, to give à glorious reward 
i the moſt perfect eue and 
goodneſs. And, accordingly, we 

read in the Epiſtte to che Phi- 
lippians, that, . becauſe Chriſt 
«. [ſo amazingly] humbled him- 
t ſelf, and became. obedient un- 
* to death, therefore [in reward 
*, of ſuch virtue] God hath 
* highly exalted him, and gie 
ec yen him a name above every 
« name: that, at the name of 
$ Jeſus, every knee ſhould bow, 


* 


py e Romans. 
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aof things in heaven, and 
. things on earth, and things 
cc under the earth; and that 
every tongue ſhould. confeſs, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to 
r che glory of God the Father.” 
Moreover St. Paul tells the Ephe- 
re that their ſins are forgiven 
« for Chriſt's ſake *. Now, 
ler the date of Chriit, and 


* The literal 3 is 7 Crip. 
"That is, ſay ſome, no more than by the 
geſpel. Be it ſo. Nevertheleſs, that the 
benefits of the goſpel are referred to the 
«Pbedience and worthineſs of Chriſt, is 
fl ufficiently proved by 2 Cox. v. laſt ver. 
Heb, Ix. and xii. and the reaſoning at 
the concluſion of chap, v. of the Epiſtle 


* V 2 


* 
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in regard to him (as ſo virtuous 

and fo worthy) the ſins of men 

are forgiven , doth he not hereby. \ 

receive great honour? And is 

not ſuch honour a great reward ? 

We are, likewiſe, told in the 

Epiſtle to the Romans that, 

the gift of God is eternal life, 

« thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 

And, by conferring this moſt, 

excellent gift, in ſuch a manner, 

the great God doth moſt. em: 

nently glorify his beloved Son,, . 

in whom, he is ſo well pleaſed,” y 

And let it be heedfully obſerved, ,, 2 

that by. making the perfect vir- 6. 

tue and goodneſs of his beloved 2 

Son to be the eccgſion of ſuch 3 
4 | & 2 ex, : 


* 
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excellent benefits to ' mankind, 


the great God doth declare to 


the whole world, and moſt like- 


ly to many other worlds, his 
high approbation of holineſs and 
goodneſs: eyen as he doth de- 


_ clare his great abborrence of ſin, 


by making the tranſgreſion of 
Adam to be the occaſon of much 
calamity to his poſterity. Here 


we may behold how happily this 


conſtitution coincides with: the 


cConſtitution of nature, which 
Hath ſo apparently connected 
goodneſs with happineſs, and 
wickedneſs with miſery, that 
thoſe who ſay the worſt things of 
nature, cannot deny the connec- 


tion. 
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tion. This coiticidence is a good 


preſumptive argument, that the 
doctrine inſiſted on above is tru- 
ly evangelical; and it is as good 
an argument for the truth of the, 
goſpel revelation.— I would 
with it further to be duly 


weighed, that the obedience of 


Chriſt being conſidered as pro- 


ductive of ſuch benefits for us 


is likely to be, and aſſuredly 


ought to be, a powerful motive 


with us to practiſe all obedience 


with great delight. Theſe 


conſiderations ſhew the glorious 


wiſdom of the goſpel-ſcheme. 
It is, indeed, a ſcheme full of ö 


wiſdom and benignity. It ought 
| "7G 1 


3 
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to be the ſubject of our daily 
meditation, and our daily praiſe. 
We can never be thankful enough 
for its bleſſings, its privileges, 
its promiſes ; nor diligentenough 
to improve them. But if we 
endeayour to do this ſincerely 
and conſtantly, though we ſhould 
not accompliſh all we deſire, 
while we dwell in theſe frail ta- 
bernacles of fleſh and blood, yet 
thus being truly diligent to per- 
form that work which is given 
us to do, we may humbly con- 
fide in God as our Heavenly Fa- 
tber, and rejoice in ſure and 
certain hope, that a a eter- 
* is before us. 
A L ET s 


* 


. 243 . | 
N 
1 « - ' 29 
E 
„een pe + 1 * { 3 1a p 
. [ 4 $5 7 I 
. . 
T © FH RE 
kl we 4 
__ rr 
NEVEREND Mx. D— 
C5 \ g 1 0 5 4 74 1 1 


Wy; Six, 7, 


| As S, of late, I have not at- 

tended upon your miniſtry 
to conſtantly. as heretofore ; and 
as I have ſome ground. to think 
that you judge me to be guilty of 
a fault, in abſenting myſelf, you 
will permit me to aſſign a reaſon - 
in Juſtification of my conduct. 


3 You 
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You are very ſenſible, Sir, 
that you and I differ very much 
in our religious opinions; fo 
much, indeed, that I have heard 
you declare, that a perſon who 
thinks as I do, is, on that ac- 
count, excluded from ſaluation. 
Such a declaration, however, 
affects me but little; knowing 
well, that the great and good God 
hath never ſo declared; and 
therefore eſteeming th ſentence 
of any frail and fallible man, as 
a thing of little moment. Tho, 
by the way, it ſeems no trifling 
affair, with reſpect to the perſon 
himſelf, who places himſelf in 
ths ſeat of ae and pro- 
2 nounces 


nounces condemnation on his 


brother for his opinions. This 


man had need look well to his 
authority. And how if, in the 


end, it ſhould appear that the 


party ſo condemned, is one 
whom God approves? But, to 
return: The wide difference in 


our ſentiments, of neceſſity, 


prevents my gaining that profit 

from your miniſtry, which I 
would heartily wiſh ta, gain: 
and thus the principal deſign of 
public worſhip is defeated. How 
ſhould I be. profited by what I 
am-/hocked and grieved to hear? 


By that which the reverence 


which I owe to the ever bleſſed 
* God 


. 
"44 
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God obliges me to regard with 
abhorrence ? That at which I 
am really aſhamed to be ſhocked 
and grieved 79 more; as, in- 
deed, I ſhould be, if I had ſuch 
a ſenſe of God upon my mind 
as I ought to have, Yet altho' 
I think fo ill of your tenets, con- 
ſidered in themſelves, believing 
your fncerity unqueſtionable, I 
do, at the ſame time, account 
you a good and a worthy man- 
Such is every man, who, accord- 
ing to his beſt judgment, prac- 
tiſes what is right and good. 
Sincerity, Sir, is the chief thing 
in religion. You would think 
it ſo in a matter between you 
e PE 1 
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and your friend. And why not 
in religion? Becauſe, ſay you, 
the great God doth not judge as 
man judges. Now, as I appre- 
hend this to be a capital miſtake, 
I will examine it a little; and 
what I ſhall ſay of it will be no 
improper introduction to wage 
* 5 


AND fray; if the great God 
did not judge of good and evil 
as we judge, he would never 
have made this appeal to the 
wicked Iſraelites. O houſe of 
« Iſrael! are not my ways equal? 
« Are not your ways unequal ?” 
It will be readily granted, that 

| the 
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che thoughts and ways of the 
Deity are, in one reſpect, far 
above our thoughts, and our 
ways. It would be very ſtrange 
if it were not ſo. The divine 
mind ſeeing the whole compats 
of truth, and acting even to the 
extremeſt bounds of the uni- 
verſe, conſequently ſees and acts 
upon reaſons unknown to us. 
But, as all truth is conſiſtent, 
that which is unknown to us 
cannot be oppoſite and contradic- 


tory to that which is known. 


Shall we, then, ſay we know 
nathing? In this caſe, would 
not our own hearts | teſtify the 
falſity of our aſſertion ? Shall we 
(9, > | ſay 


” 
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ſay that human reaſon was ſo to» 
ally perverted. by the fall, that 
it only deceives us? And ſhall 
we prove this too? But how? 
Shall we prove by reaſon that 
reaſon is deceitful? The attempt 
has often been made: but cer- 
tainly no abſurdity can be more 
graſs. Shall we prove it by 
ſcripture ? But ſuppoſe we are 
aſked, „ have you any good 
*«: xeaſon to think the genuine 
« ſenſe- of ſcripture is ſuch?” 
What ſhall we anſwer? If we 
ſay 10; in this caſe will not our. 

conſciences condemn Us, for re- 


ceiving ſuch doctrine as the ge- 
nuine ſenſe of ſeripture? If we 
on 
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ſay yes; is it not, then, mani. 
feſt that, in judging of the ſenſc 
of ſcripture, we are determinel 
by reaſon? And thus is it not 
manifeſt, that the ſcriptural proof 
of reaſon's deceitfulneſs, is ulti- 

mately derived from deceitfu 
_ reaſon' ſelf ? It is undeniably: 
and conſequently ſuch proof is 
"deceitful prof, : and cannot be de- 
pended upon. I we 4 depend 
upon it, in ſo doing we declare 
that reaſon is not deceitful, in 
direct oppoſition to the very te- 
net which we were intending to 
eſtabliſh. Pray attend to this. 
Indeed, Sir, it is very melan- 
choly, to conſider how men have 
845 N 
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onſounded and perverted a rea- 
ſonable nature. However, not- 
ithſtanding all that has been 
ved to the contrary, it is abun- 

dantly evident, that we: are en- 
dowed with capacities to judge 
aright, (within certain limits) 
even as the great God himſelf 
judges, ' concerning good and 
evil x. It is true, we may in- 
capaci tate ourſelves,” and then 
put the one for the other ; and 
it ſeems too true, that this has 
'*\ Your contrary belief ſeems to have 
no other ſupport than the notion of the 
deceitfulneſs of human reaſon, reſulting - 


from the fall, which notion has nothing | Cer 27 
to ſupport it. 


EY 44. 


been 
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been done by all who have per- 
ſuaded themſelves that human 
| reaſon, as ſuch, is totally per- 
verted; fo as to be quite unable 
to. judge coticerning good. and 
evil, or things of a religious 


Tus much, Sir, being pre- 
miſed, I now beg leave to men- 
tion thoſe doctrines of yours, to 
which I principally: object, and 


the ground of my objections, 
The doctrines are, that of the 
Trinity, according to Athana- 
ſius; the doctrine of original 
fin; the doctrine of election 
and reprobation; tlie doctrine 
5 of 


* 
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of the ſatisfaction, and than of 
AE righteouſneſs. 


Tur doctrine of the Trini 
ty, as Athanaſius and you re- 
preſent it, appears to me utterly 
abſurd and contradiftory : be- 
cauſe you repreſent the Father, 
the Son, and the Spirit, as thires 
ſeparate agents, each of them 
God, each of them infinite: and 
yet you ſay there is but one infi- 
nite God. You will not, ſurely, 
ſay the Father, Son, and Spirit, 


are not three ſeparate agents ; 
when, at the ſame time, you 
aſſert, that the Father ent the 
don into the world, who, in 


| con- 


8 A LETTER ro Tae 
conſequence of. being ſo ſent, 
came into the world, and did and 
ſuffered what is recorded of him: 
when, at the fame. time, you 
aſſert alſo, that the Father /ent 
the Spirit i m the name of the Son, 
and that the Spirit, in conſe- 
quence of being ſo ſent, came 
into the world „and convinced 
mankind of fin, Kc. Surely, 
Sir, you will not ſay that the 
fender and the Vent, he who com- 
mands, and he who obeys, are 
not ſeparate agents, but the 
ame *. Here, then, are three 


3 


_ OT agents, 


Whenever you declare the Son and 
* to be equal with the Father, you 
; | do, 


ry + 
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agents, each of whom you af- 
firm to be infinite, each of whom 
you afficin to be God, and to 
each of whom, as to the Lord 
your God, you pay divine Wor- 
hip. Vet you ſay there is but 
one infinite; God. And you ſay 

well: but you miſerably contra- 
dic yourſelf : (and however good 
your intention may be) you 
greatly aj diſhonour the eternal De- 
3 who is one infinite agent. 

du £00 3-NG 
do, in the verp terms, acknowledge . 
their exiſtence is ſeparate from the Fa- 
ther's #xi/irnce. You always conceive of 
things as exifling ſeparately, when you 
think of their equality : you cannot help 
it if you would. But 5 950 — impoſe 


Nr . 
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Tas dofvine of 'SHiginT fn. 
(according to you, Sir) ſeems to 
confift of two” parts I the 
firſt place, gall derived” from 
Adam's tranſgreffion' upon ll 
his poſtertty, whereby they are 
brought under the 'wrath and 
curſe of God, and are malle lia- 
'Ble to the torments of Hell for 
ever s: und, ſecondly, rb 
rt 51016 282. 999 it. petal 


I belleve, Sir, this is a true repre- 
which, indeed, you do not very much 
infiſt upon: but I begleave to enquire, 
why do you not? Why dont ou prrach 
trate, and-enforce itz that ſo your hearers 
may know the "OT VERS: being 60n- 
t vinced 
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total corruption. of their nature ; 
Which Is. ſuch, that it renders 
thera annere by nature, and dead 
in in treſpaſſes and fins ; 3 ſo dead, 
t! that they are no mote able to do 
any thing truly good, than a dead 
corps is able to ariſe and walk. 


rr 


> Winn reſpect to che firſt * 
theſe articles, I would. obſerve, 
f that, if we know any ching 


ese now worthy it is of {he inflaitely 
gied God 40 torment the poſterity of 
Adam in hell fire for ever, not for their 
ern, but for Adam's tranſgreſſion? For 
my part, I think you are obliged in edn⸗ 
| Kelenes thus to Fo, as you often profeſs 
that you. account it your duty to derlere 
n God. 
Ga hl 


, 
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whatſoever, we know that it is Is 
not: Juſt. to \ puniſh wy man 1 for the 
fin of another. 8. If it be alked, 
2 How do. vou know this 85 55 
return, 1 aſk, how do you know 
that there i is any thing wrong, or 
inconſiſtent with juſtice, in oppreſ- 
ſions, murders, maſſacres, per- 
juries, blaſphemies 85 Suppoſe 
any one ſhould affirm that theſe 
things are very innocent. 1 you 
thought; 'he deſerved any notice, 
I doubt not you would eagerly 
contradiet him. Vet you | could 
not do it without ſhewing your 
inconſiſtency: for that ſamereaſon 
—___ declares theſe things to 
be effents "9 unjuſt,” is equally 
clear, 
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clear, full, and poſitive in de- 
claring the mjuſtice of puniſhing 
one man for the ſin of another. 
I this be right, there is not the 
ſhadow of a reaſon for thinking 
thoſe horrid crimes to be really 
criminal. But we know ofſuredly 
that opprefſions, murders, maſ- 
ſacres, perjuries, blaſphemics, 
are really and eſſentially crimi- 
nal: and, in the ſame manner, 
and, with equal certainty, we 

know that to puniſh dne man for 
t the” fin of another, neither is, 
Nor Can be :juſt !*. And, there- 
Poe” fore, 


* 
* 1 L 4% & * ” 4; v7 


I have hid; you 0 ay, . do 
not believe that infants are ſent i into Hell. 
© + Pas But 


* 
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fore, yi tincerely de 1 0b 
che * Which aſcribes 
1 ee 


But if * far the ſin of 
their firſt father, and if they, are aHuall 
Puniſbed in ſome degree, why ſhould they 
not receive the Full puniſhment Which is 
due to them? And _why was it, when 

we were talking of this matter, that you 

ſeemed untuilling to be thought a. believer 

. in the damnation of infants? T appre- 
3 hend you were Thocked {for, you Har ted] 
at the impious tenet. It was well; The 
great God intended you {hould' be ſhock- 
ed: and got at this tenet only, but alſo 
at ſeveral others which you believe and 


promulge. Indeed, he doth permit it to 
be otherwiſe. He endowed us with li- 


| | betty (ine. freedom of will) that we 
might be accountable. 1 would jaſt take 
Ace, here, that if we have no liberty, 


5 „ if 
6 7 
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8 a conduct to that ri ghteous 


Being, whom. L Mi "ag 
venerate and a 


; Wirn reſpect . and 
ani; * this doQuine, ' n 


if nothing but actual n cin LE 
from our nature,” as nothing but an im- 
pure ſtream can proceed from an impure 
fountain; then are actual ſinners (as you 
denn them) and infants, upon the very 
ſame fe „in reſpect af guilt: for 
theſe laſt were juſt as able to prevent 


the ſin of their fir# father, as the others 


| were to prevent what you term their owns 
Actual ſins. I cannot give them that 


nme; becauſe. as actual ſin, cannot ſub- 
ſiſt without afenq, ſo neither without li- 
a * can f poll he, 


0 % . 
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the entire corruption of the hu- ed 
man nature, whefeby men are w 
rendered Hnnert by nuture, and yo 
utterly incapacitated to do any ot 
thing which is u good + I 
would obſerve, - that}: we con- 
ſider what ſin is, it will be found 0 
a contradiction to ay; a man iss W* 
ſinner by nature, You may as E 
well fay that it is ſinful for A 0 
man to have two Handt, or two 
feet, as to ſay it is finful for him 
to have human fallin, or any 
1 belongs to him 
as a man- But then may ſin be 
chang: upon him, when he has 
knowingly and wilfully done the 
ol * he * have avoid- 0 
; "*- hs 
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which he might have done. Till 
you can affirm either one or the 


. 


7 


when, through his . negligence 


or bad conduct, he has corrupt- 


ed himſelf, and; acquired evil ha- 
bits, you may ſay he is a ſinful 
and a wicked creature then, and 


not before. If this be the true 


account of ſim and finfulneſs,- 2 
Anil nature, as ſuch, is'plainly 


a contradiion.|-- 21 And ca n v0 u, 
Sir, ; OD | that it 18 e. rue 


for you. l by: 22 Wiſbe, 


do A BET TRR wo TH: 
Bur even — it were not 
mam nature, as as oh, hould be 
5 it muſt 
God: but ſurelyall nature, with- 
out ercoption, is his Work. 
Hcwæewer, qynu inſiſt upan it, 


that / the fieſt man corrupted him 


Ak. 1 all * who. _ 
wurdcn dat ne. coy 


Were 


I things 


"Rives Ma. D 91 
were Müde n cn enn 18 as 


necdful for their' proſervatine, as 
it was fot their 


-produt#ton. 
« Hitherto the Almighty work- 
© eth:” his energy is felt through 
out the univerſe, and the courſe 
of 1 natyre is the Held of that ener- 
gy. Summer and winter, ſeed+ 
generations of plants and ani- 
mals: with all the infinite variety 
of events Which take place i 
the natural world All theſe are 
che galt of that divine opera- 
tion vchieh never Ceaſes. Adam 
could never haue left any: ꝑoſtę- 
"ty," if hie had not been en 
ab * 1 will of God to pro- 
| pagate 


: 
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pagate;his ſpecies... If. then, he 
communicated, a fonful n nature to 


+ # * = 


by the divine. will 5 to ah. The 
truth is, exery child receives its 
being. and its nature from God, 


Ae 21 nnn! : Try; of the 
. au hay done an action which 
is ſinful, it eannot be denied that he wa 
empowered by the divine will ſo; to do: 
yet ſurely, he dares not affirm, that, with 
reſpect to this ſinful Action, he was w- 
| Ping more than the iüſtrument in God's 
| It depend: on à man, whether 
= * of his actions ſhall be ſinful 


or otherwiſe, It depends not on him, whe- 


ther the nature of his children ſhall be 


ſnful or ocherwiſe. The nature of his 


action 


$ 
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cerned in producing che anne 
of every. child len is born, "as 
i was in producin cing the nature bf 
the firſt man. Supp we this en- 
ergy to ceaſe, and you certainly 
cannot: imagine the courſe of na⸗ 
ture to'contrnue. Seeing, then, 
the human nature is the work of 
God, it cannot be à ſinful na- 
ture. And it is worthy of your 
confidderati6n,” Sir, chat che Bi. 
ble tells us it is 2e "expreſs 40m 
of God, that the human nature 
ſnould be ſucb at it is: becauſe 
i ek, 27T0thm een als 
ation is, hig own mers at 
child ĩ is God" $ 4 2 
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it acquaints us, that, . aftgr. th 
Hed, this command was, deli- 
vered, be: fruitful.- wow 


tipl 3» 
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Fun: dodvine:6f ele den wi 
roprobation, afferts,” that, while 
a ſmall part of mankind was 
rom eternity, predeſlinates to 


: happineſs in the 


heavenly: world, the greater part 


* —.— ie predefinates, by 
che fame 


to ſuffer 
8 cvmaling nt in hl 

Tuar any man, e un- 
derſtanding is Hot entirely ruin 
<6, ſhould believe this doctrine, 
PTE: would 


oY | 


. 
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would be to me n matter of the 
not yet more aſtoniſhed to think, 
that it is believed by ſome 
do really venerate their Maker. 
If: it doth not carry its own re- 
futatidn: along: with it, it muſt 
be ned there is little hope of 
its being refuted. However, 1 


lation to it. (Firſt, that if any 


over hleſſed Ood, he would: be 


put to it to invent any thing 


tained. in this doctrino. Should 


1 ae. the hint from it to af- 
firm, 


worſt, in kind, than what is con- 
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i firm, that God predeftimated all 
"the creatures which he hath 
made, or in ſuturt w make, to 
dalle verlag tor monte: this 
would be on greater degree of 
the fame kind of blaſphemy.” In 
the next place; I would take no- 
tice, that, when you ſay, al- 
4 though the great God lrith, 
*© rior 0 their exiſtence, fre- 
vun deſfinured and decreedihe great- 
ec eſt part of mankind to ſuffer 

everlaſting tortnetits in Hell, 


N Dien nevertheleſs, infinitely Ml - 
e good and gracious.” 8 Thave good 
reaſon to think, that your heart 

| recoils, and - flatly ' denies what ff | 

: . with your tongue, tho 


{IE | * 
> you 


+ 
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you Bard to believe it: 1 
aſk you, ' ſeriouſly; Sir, is not 
ſuch the fact? And do not you 
impute it to the natural wicked- 
neſs: of your heart? I have no 
deſire that you ſhould anſwer 
me : but you will not do amiſs, 
perhaps, in delivering your an- 
ſwer to him who made you, and 
male you what you are; that you 
might naturally ſhudden at this 
borrid tenet, as you naturally 
ſbudaer at the moſt ae, | 
ani crimes; ah 


Tur ane GE * G. 
it Wl faction is this; that Chriſt died 
o in the room und flead of ſinners, 
u | K ſuf- 
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ſuffering a puniſhment... equiva« iW , 
lent to what was due to them, a 
and thereby ſatisſied the law and 
juſtice of God. Now what. do 
we underſtand by theſe words, 
puniſhment, law; juſtice? Pain 
and puniſbment ſeem to be very 
different things. The brute. a 
nimals ſuffer, but are not pu- 
niſhed : for then, only, is a be- 
ing puniſhed, when he ort 
for fin charged upon bim. Law, 

n the preſent caſe, I take to be 
an authoritative. elit, Preſcri- 
bing to, and enjoining upon it: 
aum ſubects right conduct, and 
denouncing a penalty againſt diſ- 
obedience. Juſtice is the ſame 
ſr :.H as 


, 
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as 'rightcouſneſs;; it is eternal 
and immmutable. Whatever is 
juſt and right, is ſuch in its own 
natute, it was always ſuch, and 
fuch it muſt remain for ever. 
Likewiſe, whatever is unjuſt and 
wrong, is ſo in itſelf, eternally 
and immutably. The great 
God, who is omniſcient, knows 
all that is right or wrong: and 
he, of his abundant goodneſs, 
hath made us capable of the 
fame knowledge, as far as is needs 
ful and proper for us. | He hath 
made us thus capable, in that he 
hath made us reaſonable beings. | 
2 we underſtand and 
w, that, to practice obedi- 
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ence to our Maker's will, is 
right. 'We underſtand and know, 
it is right for a child, who has 
it in his power, to relieve and 
ſupport an aged parent in dif- 
treſs. And if a perſon return 
evil for good, ' we underſtand 
and know this to be wrong. 
And whatever it be which rea- 
ſon pronounces, with the ſame 
clearneſs, to be either juſt ot 
unjuſt, ſuch it is. Every man 
muſt grant this, unleſs he wil 
| grant—he has 10 reaſon to think 
that to be juſt or unjuſt,” which 
yet he dies think to be fo: 1 
mean every man who allows the 
exiſience of juſtice and injuſtice. 
| There 
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There Was always a righteouſ- 
neſs, pudper for every rational 
being ie. or WN to 
Deity. fam, _ con ntemplated 
from everlaſting. . This is what 
I underſtand by eternal and im- 
mutable juſtice. It is founded 

on the circumſtances and relati ons 

of beings. | To inſtance among 

ourſelves of. the human race t— 

Should a man be either a father 4 
or a ſon, his being ſo related as 4 
he is, makes it. juſt and right for | 
him to do what does not belong 
to a perſon who is without chil- 
dren, or Who has loſt his pa- 
rents. 80 riches, knowledge, 
H 3 wit, 


* 


— 
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wit, and power, male a certain 
conduct to be juft OW for 
their ſeveral poſſeſſors, hich * 
cannot be right for perſons dif- 
Ferentiy circumſtanced. We have 
now, I believe, got the true 
meaning of the terms in queſ- 
tion. But if law be; ſuch as 
Hath been ſaid, how. ſhall its 
demands be fatisfied ? It is ex- 
ceeding plain, that they never 
can otherwiſe than by a compli- 
- ence” with what is demanded, 
The law requires of -775:0ws ſub- 
_ eds this alternative, ( obey, ot 
*. r the penalty.” Now, in 
either caſe, there is compliance, 
29d; „ ati faction. 
But 


2 Ar 8 


t 
F. 
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But if they neither obey nor ſufs 
fer as penairy, there is 20 con- 
pliange, and, conſequently, av 
fatisfattion. It ſignifies nothing 
Jhitheir flead, or ſuffered in their 
end. Neither the obedience. nor 
the ſuffering of chis perſon is 
hat the law demands: each is 
foriebing ele: it is no compli- 
afice, and therefore cannot be 
d Ne were yer. 
were to wie! you another,” 2 
could never be ſaid that I hac 
Jatisfied your dmand. Tous in- 
deed; may be ſatisfied with ſome- 
E different from what you 

H 4 re- 
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required: yon may be changed. 
But, if the la- be changed, it 
will not be the law which we 
are conſidering. Indeed, it was 
never ſuppoſed to be changed. 
It ſhould be remembered, how- 
ever, that nothing can be more 
extravagant, than to affirm any 
law to be ſatisfied, while its de- 
mands remain unſatisfied : and 
that theſe can only be ſatisfied 
by a compliance with what is de- 


manded : and that, as the obe- 


dience and ſufferings of Chriſt 
are no ſuch compliance with what 


is the obedience or ſuffering of 


i own radial career Chriſt 
vary 


ra F 
Jath nat ſatisfied the law of God, 
in ng room and ſtead of TED, 
hn is juſtice cannot be fa 
deßed by the vicarious puniſh- 
ment of an innocent perſon, is 
ſufficiently evident from this one 
conſideration that juſtice abſo- 
lutely Vorbids to puniſh the in- 
nocent. This you acknowledge, 
when you ſay (in regard to fick 
neſs and pain) that infants would 
not be puniſhed, if they were 
not gullty. However, you ay, 
that as Chriſt conſented to en- 
dure puniſhment, that cogent 
rendered him in juſtice puniſpa- 
bh, Did it then Fake away his 
OT inno- 


/ 


| 
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innocence ? Did" it render Him 
roperly criminal? If not ; 50 
is could it make him puniſha- 
Ble? Will you affirm, that it is 
in the nature of ſuch conſent ſo 
to do? And that any one who 
conſents to be puniſhed, is pu- 
2 88 in Juſtice ? Sure you will 
<2 But if you do, I muſt con- 
radi you, and declare, that i 
being is not puniſhable” on ac- 
count of his conſent, but only 
on account of his "crime. It is 
really wonderful, , that people 
ſhould imagine Juſtice might be 
Satisfied by what is : a Arend of 
Tn | ks a 
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Warn reſpect to the doctrine 
„of imputed righteouſneſs, (viz.) 
that the righteouſneis of Chriſt 
is imputed to men, ſo as to be- 
oome their righteouſneſs——1 
would obſerve, that to impute 
or. reckon to me what is not 
mine, is wrong imputation, or 
wrong reckoning ; it is declaring 
a thing fo be what it 7s not. 
Moreover, it is impoſſible to 
make that right condu&t which 
I never perform ed, to become” 
truly mine, merely by declaring 
it ſo to be. Suppoſe a perſon 
in great affliction be by ſome 
other perſon relieved, and made 


oy and happy: and ſuppoſe it 


hond 


= , o A 
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that you . relieved. this diſtreſſed 
perſon, when you are conſcious 
that you have nat done it. It is 
then imputed and reckoned to 
you: but it is a wrong imputa- 
tion; and it is plainly and ut- 
terly impoſſible that this deed 
ſhould become your deed. Let 
who will declare it ſo to be, the 
matter is not altered hereby; 
and ſuch declaration muſt inevi- 
tably be untrue. There are ſome 
who underſtand this doctrine 
ſomewhat differently from what 
I have defined it to be; but you, 
Sir, I think, do not. Indeed, 


/ I take — to be the true and 


REVIRED Ma. 5. 109 
proper idea of the doctrine: for} 
if a perſon only derive benefit from * 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, "there is 
70 e m OT: 


+ 


1 REALLY öder 0 reflect 
on the counter part of this docs - 
trine. The imputation of the 
ſins of men to the bleſſed Son of 
God. But if you be a conſiſtent 
believer in imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, you muſt believe in ſuch 
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* You believe (if I do not miſunder- 
ſtand you) that if a man be approved of 
God, it is not on account of his own rigb- | 
temfneſe; but on account of the right>- 
eaſneſs. of Chris, with which the man is 
adorned, as with a glorigus robe. 


12 


2 | impu- 
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Eogutation of fins. Iiideed, I 
1 hope you are not conßſtent; for, 
1 you be, "you can have no ob- 
jection to that horrid aſſertion, 
which I dare ſay you are not un- 
25 aequainted with (viz.) That the 
great God turned away his face 
from his expiring Son as from 
an abommable object. This tenet 
is by no means compatible with 
the idea of the ment enduring 
= - puniſhment inftcad of the guilty: 
i but T am not ſurprized at the 
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1 be e alt thats Arines, you 
5 | _ think, are warratited by the word 
of God. And do y ou really 
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think, Sir, that the ſacred wards 
can warrant, ſuch: doctrines 2g = 


theſe? I think. myſelf well ue 


thoriſed, to declare them abſurd, 
impoſſible, impious—and, there» 
fore, falſe. If yau deny the 
charge, you. ſhould. prove the 
contrary : Which if you do, you 
will perſorm great and eminent 
ſervice. for the cauſe in which 
you. are crabarked, Till this is 
effected, either by you. ot ſpme- 
body elſe, I muſt think it is not 
doing the word of God much 
real honour, to ſay, as von 2 
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«trines which it delivers to us. 
© © ſincerely bleſs God, that he 
hath taught | me to put * a much 
1 | better, and a more natural in- 
| terpretation upon his word, 
OT which has been lamentably ob- 
ſeured by the gloſſes of both ill- 
meaning and well-meaning per- 

ſons. And, as I eſteem the 
revelation which God has given 

us in the ſcriptures to be an in- 
valuable treaſure, I am very ſorry 

to ſee it fo ſadly perverted, as 

to be made to countenance opi- 

nions which are a reproach to 
religion. Such opinions (par- 
don me, Sir) I muſt hear, and 
It elſe, if I attend upon your 
i * 


* 


» 
*% 
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"MW miniſtry. 1 muſt hear the moſt 
unworthy and. degrading repre- é 
ſentations of the glorious Deity, , 
and, what i is ſtill worſe, I muſt 
bear injuſtice and cruelty charged 
indirectiy upon him who is per- é 
feaiy juſt and infinitely benevo- 
lent. - I muſt hear another, re- 

preſented as equal to him 1 is 
declared to be < the ox true 
"WH © God;” and Who himſelf 
) WH hath, in his own perſon, ſaid— 
« F am God, and there'is none 
« elſe.” I muſt hear Prayers, (in 
which I would not join for the 
whole world) wherein penitent 
confeſſion is made to him who 
created and formed us of 4 In- 


1 ful 
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ful nature, and a heart naturally 
Juli of wickedneſs + T muſt hear 
this confeffion, inſtead of a de- 
vout thankſgiving for thoſe in- 
telligent and moral faculties, 
vrhereby we are made capable of 
religious and heavenly felicity. 
And I muſt hear praiſe and 
thanks aſcribed to the ever bleſ- 
fed God, for ſatisfying juſtice by 
that which his ſoul muſt utterly 
abhor——by the puniſhment of 
his holy, and innocent, and be- 
loved ſon, &c. &c. Sir, I am 
ſhocked and ures to oye theſe 
Op * 
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I nave a little more to add, 
and I have done. I cannot help 
obſerving a very remarkable dif- 
ference between your preachin 8» 
and that of many whoſe: princi- 
ples are a good deal ſimilar to 
your on. Theſe perſons judg- 
ing, that although men are na- 
turally corrupt, they are maral 
ogents fall z and judging, more- 
over, that the. goſpel hath re- 
vealed-nothing more plainly than 
this truth: That the preſent 
« ſtate is a ſtate of trial and 
% diſcifhine, having reſpect to 
“ another ſtate, where we are 
tc to be dealt with, according to 
9 our behaviour in this.” They 
1 2 do 
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do generally explain and enforce 
thoſe autiet which are required of 
us, infiſting on the various ar- 
guments and motives drawn 
from the nature of things, as 
well as thoſe peculiar to the goſ- 
pel. Now, it is true, Sir, I 
have heard you acknowledge, that 
the preſent ſtate is a ſtate of 
trial; but your preaching total- 
ly excludes this truth: for you 
deny the moral agency of man- 
kind ; affirming, that men arc 
no' more able to do any thing 
truly good, than a dead corpſe is 
able to ariſe and walk; and one 
great part of your buſineſs is to 
deſcribe the miſery and ſinfulneſ. 

| 1 
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of this Which ye bar u- 
tural fates. Inftegd pfcounſel- 
ling your hear 
apoſtle Paul's s manner) 404 la- 
c bdur that they may be ac- 
4 cepted of God: becauſe we 
«muſt all appear before the 
ie judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that 
cc every One may receive the 
<« things done in his body, ac- 
<« cording to what he hath done, 
« vrhether it be good or bad 
you tell them that, if they have 
the ſmalleſt portion of true 
grace, (which you aver to be ſo- 
vereign, f. e. arbitrary) they 
ſhall certainly be ſaved : but if 
ah are never ſo happy as to be 
en bg made 
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deper Wagon ney thin 
6 ar do) they mult invvita- 
bly be loſt. That is—=thoſe 
who are loſt, are loſt for want 
of grace; and not becauſe they 
did the evil which they mg!! 
have avnided, and omitted to do 
the good which they might have 
done *. Lou tell them, fur- 


ther, that they muſt never ex- 


yu to recommend themſthes to 


© ® You may poſſibly 3 — ome, 
that wicked men can abſtain from evil, 


and do good, if they will; while yet 
you affirm they cannot will. But ſurely 
a man cannot de what he cannot pill to 


de, To tell him he Can, is to inſult him, 


God 
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3 A piece of . which. 
doth not ſeem. to correſpond ve- - 

ry well, either with the paſſage 
ju quoted, or with the exhor- 
tation of the ſame apoſtle, ad- 
dreſſed to the Theſſalonians, as 


follows ——*© We beſeech you, 


te brethren, and exhort you by 
e the: Lord Jeſus, that as ye 
% have received of us how ye. 
“ ought to walk, and to pleaſe 
God, ſo ye would abound 


more and more.” And yet 


it muſt be owned, that you ex- 
preſs great diſapprobation of the 
conduct of ſuch as think to be 
accepted of God, without the 

14 prac- 
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practice of what is good. I look 
upon this as a very happy incon- 
ſiſtency, reſulting from the prin- 
ciples of that nature, which, 
(however you may depreciate-and 
vilify it) is he excellent work- 
manſhip of God, his rich and 
invaluable git. 15 


AMANN ER of preaching ſo 
very oppoſite to this leading doc- 
trine of the goſpel that we ſhall 
be dealt with according to our 
behaviour in the preſent ſtate of 
trial and diſcipline— appears to 
me ſo contrary to the intention 
of preaching, that it is not like- 
ly I ſhould receive much benefit 

from 
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from it: eſpecially it is not likely 
as I conſider it liable to the = 
re nnn ern 
Ap now, Sir, I. dd giren 
you my reaſons for non- atten- 
dance upon your miniſtry. It is 
not becauſe I have a diſſite to 
public worſhip. So far from it, 
cannot help thinking it a miſ- 
fortune to be thus debarred from 
what I eſteem a great and de- 
ſirable privilege. I ſhould re- 
joice to join with my fellow- 
Chriſtians in ſuch worſhip: as I 
think agreeable to the true ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity : but, were I to 
join with you, I. ſhould, in ma- 
I ny 
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ny aſtances, wrong my con- 
ſcience: and, in barely giving 
attendance, I cannot avoid 
being burt, more or leſs, by 
what I hear. When I do at- 
tend, I endeavour to make the 
moſt of hat I approve, join in 
the worſhip where I can, and pay 
a particular regard to your fin- 
cerity and upright meaning. If 
it ſhould be aſked, why I at- 
tended conſtantly ſo long; I did 
it, becauſe I was afraid of ſet- 
ting a bad example, or rather 
what might be ſo conſtrued. 
But, on further conſideration, 
there ſeems no great reaſon to 


* this, as it is well known, 
By th 
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that I do not make the day a day 
of pleaſure : and I hope, and 
am perſuaded, that my abſence 
is not ſuſpected to proceed from 

a * ro . tn 


In this * Sir 1 have not 
ſerupled to deelare my fenti- 
ments of your opinions with a 
great deal of frankneſs: you you 
may poſſibly think, to much. 
But the caſe required it. And 
I doubt not you would haye been 
as free with my principles, if 
you had wrote! to me on the ſub- 
ject. I had in view the ho- 
nour of God, and the Chriſtian | 
religion, as well as the juſtifica- 

. alk tion 
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tion of my on conduct. I af. 
ſure you, that I neither intend- 
ed, nor do: intend, : any. thing 
like . hoſtility : - for, however 
much I may think you mi/taken, 
as a man I citeem and reſped 
you; and have not — 
failed to ſew my reſpect upo 

proper occaſions, when you were 
either preſent or abſent. I now 
beg leave to offer you my belt 
. and ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Reverend Sir, | 
- Your: real friend, 
of As humble ſervant, 
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WE define pride, an 3 
nate ſe Heſteem. This de- 
fnition, I believe, is generally 
allowed. It ſeems properly to 
characterize every ſpecies of this 
vice. . One man eſteems him- 
fac. on account of his birth, ano- 
ther values himſelf upon his 
riches, a third upon his under- 
ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, a fourth upon his 
knowledge. Now all theſe are 
proud men: becauſe they eſteem 
themſelves on account of that 
which does not merit eſteem. 
Efteem belongs ' only to virtue. 
Some very intelligent and know- 
ing perſons have perſuaded them- 
ſelves otherwiſe, and perhaps 
may be very unwilling to relin- 
quiſh their perfuaſion. They 
wilt readily grant, that no merit 
belongs to the rich man, nor 
any to the man of family: but 
to ſay there belongs none to an 
exalted underſtanding, able ac- 
eurately to inveſtigate” truth, to 
penetrate the receſſes 'of nature, 


to 
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to project and to accompliſn 
mighty ſchemes; to ſay there 
delongs none to a mind adorned 
with the acquiſitions of ſcience 
and polite learning——this-you 
will not eaſily prevail on them to 
ay. It may be, there is a very 
powerful argument why they 
ſhould not be prevailed on. It 
may be, in fo ſaying, they would 
reproach themſelves, as having 
little or no merit, when they 
have long imagined. they had a 
great deal. Be that as it may, 
to a candid mind (I doubt not) 
the poſition, I have laid down 
es. well founded, 


fine 
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fine underſtanding: it is but a. 
turul excellence; and therefore, 
though in other reſpects di ferent, 
in this the ſame, as what we diſ- 
cern in a graceful or beautiful /- 
gure; which may belong either 
to the human ſpecies, or to brute 
animals, or to things inanimate. 
| It is true, there are ſome weak 
people, who imagine they have 
merit on account of external 
perſonal beauty; but no man 
was ever weak enough to fancy 
thatmerit ought to be attributed 
to thoſe beautiful and. graceful 
inanimate objects which Nature 
preſents to our eyes. If we en- 
quite, wherein * che abſurdity 

"of 
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of attributing, merit to * f 
The anſwer 1 is; it is abſurd to 
attribute merit to any creature, 
on account of natural excellence*. 
It follows, that no merit belongs 
to a man for the goodneſs of 
his underſtanding z. and that 
whoever values himſelf upon. this 
ſcore, is a proud nan. He cer- 
tainly eſteems himſelf more than 
he ought, for, in this inſtance, 
his ſelf-eſteem is founded upon. 


Th Ke gs 
« This will de us what to think, 
of mere conſtitutional temper. 


+ What is here ſaid, relates only to 
that. portion of underſtanding which we 
— receive 
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knowledge *: and herein I do 
bad, I do otherwiſe than well. 


| and to ſome. But whatever 


| can never give us merit: we may full a 
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ledge, conſidered by itſelf, doth 
not confer merit, appears: from 
hence: that it is the awptive 
which gives an action its natu- 
ral colour. I labour to acquire 


Howbeit, I acquire knowledge, 
and of conſequence merit, ac- 


receive from Was The reaſoning 
that follows concerning knowledge, wil 


equallyapplyto an improved underflanding. 
*The knowledge we get by chan, 


reaſonably think, that, among other 
ſtrange chances, merit may n 
_— to a tree or a cloud, - 1 

. „„ 
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we merit, we er 
tit germ by doing III. 
labour to acquire — 
fram a wiſh to promote virtue: 
and virtubus bappineſꝭ in our» 
ſelves and others, our motive is 
good, and dur | knowledye will 
imply merit *. H aur moteve 
be the love of knowledge, for 
its own fake, this motive is but 
ſpecious. If our motive. be the 
deſire of making a parade in ſoi- 


fooliſh fellew-creatnres look on 


Plainly a bad motive: A ade 


»Vot in ie, bot as a a virtuous 6 
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that the laſt We * mw 


na of all virtue? Whether 


queſtion will be, what is our 
demerit ? 1 fear it is truer than! 
with, that the two laſt motives 

operate much more ' generally 
than the firſt: yet truth requires 
me (and I readily. comply) to fi 


e AA 6 
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who is diſpoſed to think the love 
of knowledge for its own ſake ſome- 
what better than a ſpecious mo- 
tive, I would beg leave to offe 
the following queſtions. Whe- 
ther it be not impoſſible, that 
merit ſhould belong-to:a perſon 


vi irtue 
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e ought not to influence our 


conduct particularly in articles 
of importance? Whether, if 
our conduct be not influenced by 
virtue in every ſuch important 
article we be not criminal? ＋ 
And, whether a courſe of ſtudy 
and obſervation in purſuit of 
knowledge, be not ſuch an im- 


= The por man is the Amin of 
wiſdom and virtue." In general, they 
conſecrate his actions, his enjoyments, 
his ſufferings. To them he hath reſigned 
himſelf: and he is under their influence, 
even when he doth not adyert to it. 

'+ We are informed by the moſt re- 
ſeftable authority, that, (to him tha 
8 en to do good, and doth. it not 


Ao hin it is fin.” 
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portant article of conduct ? Each 
of theſe queſtions, I apprehend, 
muſt receive an affirmative. an- 
ſwer. And if ſo, it not only 
follows, that mere knowledge 
cunnot confer merit „ but alſo, 
that thoſe who have imagined it 
could, have been abſurd enough 
to ſuppoſe, we might derive 
merit from that very thing, 
which, independent of virtuous 

principle, e implies cri 
N * | 


a * 


Fe mould Gi 11 to th 0 
voice of truth, that ęſteem be- 
longs only tu virtue. And, that 
| ſe who yelup themſelves on 
their 


inordinate "Rif-efleem „ Which is 
neither more nor leſs than Pride. 
Indeed it has been to me a mat - 
ter of great wonder, ſo frequent- 
ly to fee underſtanding, genius, 
and ference, placed in the ſame 
nl with moral excellence. _ 


he if ie be lad of pi | 
to attribute merit to ourſelves, 
on account of any qualifications 
which are not of a moral nature, 
the auer-rating theſe, at the fame: 
time, is a mark of additionaF 
pride : for we are guilty of this 
vice, when we eſteem our real. 
: 241 K 4 merits 
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merits as being greater than they 


are *, - 2 J am afraid the 


et rnd | 


Merit is a word, which.” in the ears 


of ſome people, ſounds very harſh. It 


is very certain, however, that virtue and 


merit cannot be ſeparated and very re- 


markable, that ſome who cannot bear to 
hear merit attributed to any, will yet af- 
firm, without heſitation, that ſeveral of 
their friends are very WORTHY men, 


Strange! that perſons. ſhould | be the 
dupes of ſuch a palpable deluſion. Is 


there no one on earth whom you eſteem ? 
More'than one, I doubt not. And do 
they not merit it? If not, why then do 
you entertain ſuch a reſpect for them ? I 
muſt beg leave to. ſay, you could not do 
this, if you thought they did not merit it. 


And let it be obſerved, we are often told 


in 1 that che great God approves 


me 
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quantity of virtue and merit in 
the world will appear to be much 


the virtue of good men. To mention : 
only two inſtances. The apoſtle Peter 
ſays in his firſt epiſtle, that patiently to. 
ſuffer wrong for well doing, is thaxk-, 
worthy, and acceptable with God. And 

Paul adviſes the Hebrews to. do good, 
and to communicate, for with ſuch 
ſacrifices God is well. pleaſed. Now I 
would hope there are but few, if any, ſo. 
preſumptuous as to ſay, that the all- per- 
fect Deity approves of what doth not de- 
ſerve his approbation. Every being me- 
rits eſteem in proportion to his virtue. 
But I would not be miſunderftood.- Al- 
though the good man be approved of God 
on account. of his virtue, he dath not, he 
cannot merit eternal life. This is | 
gift of God, Heap Trim. Chriſt our 


Lord. | 
leſs | 
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lek than is "apprehended," when 
we'confider, that in Ne of 
virtue, we. muſt entirely ſubtract 
all that which (though called 
virtue) owes its birth to the me- 
chanical inffuence of inſtind, 
and happy circumſtancet. The 
very eſſence of virtue is wiſe and 
virtusus cheice. But vrhere there 
is little or nothing of this, it is 

poſſible that very plauſible things 
may be done, and very plauſible 
Habits acquired. A conſideration 
(by the way) which ought to 
Prevail on us reſolutely to choofe, 
and fteadily to perfeyere in a 

PE of alive an es: 

Wu ior e Sou. 
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gudugſi and to 4 too 
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Tun i another kind of. 
pride, Which ia conſidered by all 
ad extremely baſe and odious: 
that which induces .a perſon to 
behave with Haug btingſo and in- 
falence to his neighbour, who 
happens to be inferior to him in 
fortune, or parts, or knowledge, 
tho perhaps ſuperior in worth. 
This kind of pride is indeed fo 
hateful, that one would wonder 
a man could be guilty of it. 
were there not ſo many, and 
ſuch ſhameful inftances. It is 
ah enormity of the largeſt 1 ſizes 


. and 


* 
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and full of criminal e 


It ſuppoſes a man to eſteem him- 
ff poſſeſſed of ſo much excel. 


lence, as warrants him to tram- 


ple upon, and wound his neigh- 
bour, merely becauſe he is ima- 
gined, by this proud wretch, to 
want the excellence which him- 
ſelf poſſeſſes. © It is not ſo great 
pride for a man . himſelf 


a” * *. 
Wo- 


1 0 admits of a doubt, which 


is the proudeſt man; he who ' imagines 
himſelf poſſeſſed of ſufficient! merit to 
render him a ſuitable object of that ho- 


mage, which was paid by the antients to 


inferior Gods, or heroes; or he who ima- 
eines be has merit enough to juftify his 


arbitrary 


3 PRIDE Tan 

Wnorvrk is guilty of in- 
ſult, makes his pride abundant- 
ly evident. But one may have the 
misfortune to be called proud, 
without meriting ſuch a cen- 
ſure. It may be a clear cafe, that 
a man has a better - underſtand< 
ing, and knows more than ſome 
perſons with whom he converſes. 
Is it, then, pride in him to 
think ſo Pa Surely no. Or ſhould 
he refuſe to W in their 


abitrary inſiction of pain and miſery. 
It is *probable that moſt, if not all, of 
thoſe, who, in antient time, were guilty 
of the firſt inſtance of pride, were alſo 
guilty of the laſt; But it is plain, that 
the inftances are diſtinct: and; I think, 
as plain that they are not equally baſe. 
3 | 
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| opinion, preferring its: Own, is 
ic pride fo" ud do They Mey 
it is, yet chey May be cniſtaken, 
and their cenfiare! conſequently 
unmerted. He may take to 
amfelf no more than what pro- 
g ed _— H 1 


Ge 


0¹ | Many reckon i it an undenin- 
New an Sol reg > contra- 
diction, though it be imperti- 
nent: or if he appear very f- 
banal of” unkind end mario 
treatment.” Theſe marks, in- 
Jed, may prove him a defettive 
P nat having that 


a 0 
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dominion over his temper; which 
is deyoutly to +be-wiſhed:; but 
how do they prove him charge - 
able with inordinate ſelſ eſteem 2 
4 quick ſenſibility of unkind 
and imurious treatment, ſeems 
to me to intimate nothing like 
it. Nobody thinks it a mark 
of pride, to feel pain when we 
teceive a blow. It reſults from 
the oonſtitution of our nature 
Nory it is obvious, that, on the 
very dame account, the mini is 
affected, more or leſs, with ali 
unkind and injurious treatment. 
If natural ſenfibility nmr" 4 
by pride, it muſt be thus. 
man > to ot | 


1 more 
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more merit he has in reali- 
ty, and' wat 85 the injury | he 

receives to be great in proportion 
| & his may na + worth, he feels 
accordingly : ' and "beſides this, 


which hasino-eiſtence; but in 
his prond imagination. A cha- 
rafter that occurs too frequently. 
But it t will never follow, that 

ever i very ſenſible of wrong 
done him, is guilty of pride. 


Nature has given much more l 
exquiſite feelings to ſome men, 


than to others: and unkindneſs 


and injury received” (perhaps 
from a quarter whence we had a 


* to bo Oe ſomething, very 


n different) 


* 
aal g 
4 0 
1 | a E 
7 * 


3 


perhaps, he is hurt by an injury 
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different) may have rendered 
natural feelings more exquiſite. 
Yet as it is the duty of every 
man, ſo it is the practice of eve- 
ry good man, to rule bis temper. 


With reſpect to an impatience of 


contradiction ; —wrong is done, 


when contradiction 18 imperti- 5 


nent. And it ſeems, the not 
ſuffering wrong with perfect pa- 


tience, is no certain proof of 


pride. Nor is it, perhaps, if 4 
man be impatient, when con- 


wadicted upon { ſufficient ground. 5 
It is true, he. may think himſelf 


a perſon of ſo much importance, 
as that his opinion ought not to 
be queſtioned. And it may be, 


L though 
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though there was oom for con- 
traflition, it was accompanied 
with a ſaucy and impertinent 
manner, which affected him a 
Üittle painfully.” And it may be, 
alſo, that, after a great deal of 
labour to obtain truth, he is 
grieued to find he is obliged to 
ſuſpect himſelf in an error. And, 
although the caſe ſhould include 
both theſe laſt articles, it is ve- 
xy evident the man in might not be 
_ 


Tr thould' Gi 8 to be 
true, that a man may think, he 
has a better underſtanding, and 
more Knowle © thay ſome per- 


” ſons; 5 
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ſons : that he may prefer his 
on judgment to: theirs ; that 
he may ſhew impatienoe when 
contradicted | that he May dif- 
toyer much ſenſibility of unkind 
ald injurious treatment: - and 
yet be chargeable with no pride : 
though it is exceeding probable 
it will bo laid to his charge; for 
theſe are marks, which many 
people think to exhibit are. 
able pregk nn 
Wour 5 we he honeſt to out- 
- ſelves; we have much more op- 
portunity to know our own cha- 
d ihn any other perſon 
can have. And ef- Anu ledge 
in L 2 18 


* * 1 


nor . But 8 of it is 
not to be acquired without dili- 
gent and conſtantattention. And 
our ſelf· love being ſo liable to put 
a bias on our judgment, we ought 
to proceed with great ſobriety 
and caution. Now: if, on due 
conſideration, we think our cha- 

racter to be Anerrely good, we 
ſurely ſhall think, too, tha 
we muſt have been greatly, and 
ine vitably influenced by inſlincttue 
Principles, and advantageous cir- 
cumſtancen. Let this keep us 
humble. And, inſtead of think . 
ge how great. our merit is, we 
| ſhould 
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Wald do bettet, perhaps, to 
think How great is our happineſs, 
ARG ourſelves to make 
farther progreſs daily in the paths 
of wers bot: for * all herpaths 
« are peace.” -But, if we con- 
fider ourſelves properly, it will 
be very extraordinary, if we find 
not many ſhameful weakneſſes, 
many faults. As another means 
of promoting Bumility, let us 
keep our eye much upon theſe. 
Wrspom will inform us, that 
they tarniſh and injure our cha- 
rater, and that they are enemies 
to our happineſs. Happy, in- 
deed, were it for us, would we 

L3 © her 
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hear and obey her voics 3/ fbr he) 
voice is he voice of Heaven, 4 


bh 7 
Ws 


c 
<0" 
e « (faith he) would 58 be Beſt 
„with real delight, exert your- 
« ſelves to remove theſe faults, to 
conquer theſe weakneffes : and, 
with the utmoſt diligence, 0 
c. cultivate thoſe amiable vir⸗ 
„ tues, which. render ye Uke 
your glorious Maker. But ye 
4 complain of natural frailty. 
Frue, ye are frail, Yet know 
ye not, ye. to whom the ETER - 
© NAL rATRHER hath ſpoken ! 
Know eye not, that he hath 
promiſed to his frail offspring 


0 gra- 


ON PRIDE ge 
T graciouſly to confirm them for 
” the work of righteouſneſs, and 
© moft liberally-to beftow on his 

dutiful children, that bliſs 

ehr oye Hath riot feen, which 
« ear Rath not heard, which the 
« mind of ran cannot conceive ? 
« Hearken | to my words, O mor- 
© tals greatly beloved ! I am de- 
t legated to ſpeak to you by the 
c benignant PARENT or NA - 
© TURE. Earneſtiy then, and 
© with humility, entreat bis 
« blefling; confide in him en- 
* tirely; gratefully, chearfully, 
| * joyfully obey him: and never, 
© never | forget that God is 
5 0 . "ad he that dwelleth 
59 Poo; Im 


15 AN ES NAL, xc. 
* in love, Me God. and, 

God in him.” So all ye attain- 
the end of your being, which. 
© IS VIRTUOUS HAPPINESS. 
And aſſuredly ye will remem- 
ber concerning pride, that i 
was not made for man. 
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E love him (faith John, 
the excellent apoſtle) 
« becauſe he firſt loved us.” In- 
deed to his, even to our hea- 
venly Father's infinite love, we are 
indebted for the capacity of lov- 
ing any thing. How, then, can 
our thoughts be ſo well employ- 
ed, or ſo happily, as in conſi- 
dering the invaluable inſtances 
of divine love toward us. Such 
a contemplation will enlarge the 
L mind ; 
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mind, it will delight the heart 
with the ſweet ſentiments of 
gratitude, and with that ſublime 
joy which (if not ſtrangely de- 
praved) we muſt needs derive 
from the view of original excel- 
lence and goodneſs. | And O the 
happineſs of that man, who, 
thus = beholding the glory of 
«*. the Lord is OY into 
his a 


Thad us abby * 90 
which we dwell. It is a mighty 
globe, which ſtrikes us at. firſt 
with: that variety of ornament 
which it wears upon its-ſurface. | 
am un firm land, mountains, 

115 _ plains 
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vales, herbage, and fruits, and 
blooms, are objects exceeding 
pleafant to the imagination. But 
it is a nobler pleaſure we are oon. 
ſcious of, when contemplating 
the general frame of the world, 
or the ſtructure of particular 
parts, or the harmony of the 
ſcveral parts with one another, 
we diſcover (though imperfectiy) 
the DIVINE WISDOM. And who 
is there among men, that are 
ſtrangers: to ference, who is there 
even of theſe that perceives not 
the glorious and never N 
operation, whereby ſuch. 
we 9 of the 8 


element 


»- ey SY. 
4 


fliths "and rivers, woods ank 


* 
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element are raiſed from the great 


deep, ſuſpended in the atmo- 
ſphere, thus conveyed round the 


globe, and fo graciouſly diſtri- 


buted to every region, as not to 


drown, but to fertilize it ? Who 
of theſe perceives not the opera- 
tion whereby either the earth or 
the heaven is rolled round, eve- 
ry day, for the refreſhment, and 
indeed for the life of the ani- 
mal and vegetable creation? Or 


that orher, from whence comes 
the circle of the changeful ſea- 


ſons? Though the manner of it 
be concealed, the operation it- 
ſelf is evident. And it is the 


wh of God. A work perpe- 


tually 


ov WRT * 
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tually going on, and, without 

doubt, partic ularly deſigned, as 
being, particularly calculated to 
arreſt our attention. The world 
originally ſprang from divine 
loye: and from the ſame prin- 
ciple proceed all the benevolent 
operations of Nature. But the 
material world is not the object 
of benevolence. It would ne- 
ver have exiſted, but for the fake. 
of its inhabitants; to whom it 
affords a comfortable and happy 
dwelling., And who are its in- 
habitants? They are innumera- 
ble beings, of different orders, 
all capable of enjoyment in va- 
rious degrees; the different or- 
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Auers riſing one above another, in 
che feale of excellence and feli- 
city; from the plant - like race, 
ſo far honoured and bleſt, as to 
conſtitute the higheſt order of 
creatures with which we are 
converſant. . Attend, O man, 
0 highly favoured ! and behold 
now the wiſdom and power of 
_ thy Maker have contrived and 
executed his gracious purpoſes. 
Obſerve how ui table a habitation 
the earth is for thoſe who dwell 
upon it. Here are birds curi- 
ouſly formed and accoutred, to 
make their way witli alacrity, 
Dr nig above the ground, 
_ through 
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provided for them. Here are 
moſt artful and inimitable work- 
manthip): deſtined. to reſide; in 
the water :—and here is the wa- 8 
ter provided for them. Here are 

other creatures, by their frame, 
intended to walk or creep upon 


provided for them. And, in 


like manner, is the earth adapt 
ed to all its inhabitants, and 
they to it. Why is it not a 
quagmire, unable to ſuſtain our 
weight? Why is it not an im- 
Penetrable rock ; Why is it not 
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one ſandy defart ? Why is it not 
all ſea ? Why i is it not land only ? 
| Why is itnotinvolvedin darkneſs, 
and frozen, inſtead of being en- 
lightened, and embelliſhed, and 
quickened by the ſun's benig- 
nant rays? Why is it not ſcorch- 
ed and conſumed ? Although it 
be true, that animals cannot live 
without breathing why i is there 
provided a fluid fo fit for that 
purpole ? Although their waſt- 
ing bodies need often to be re- 
cruited, inſtead of ſuch variety of 
food—why | is any provided 
Why is ſuch a mighty power 
continually exerted to produce 
an effect ſo sRonithing as the 


COn- 
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verſſon” of vegetabl⸗ food” into 
fleſh, and blood, and bones, and 
muſeles, &c. an effect which i is 
conitindally taking place in our 
own perſons? Why ſhould the 
food of an animal be'p2!atable to 
him? Why ſhould the food af- 
ford any thing beſide mere nu- 
triment ? Why ſhould it pro- 
duce thoſe fine Ipirits, whoſe 
briſk circulation” yields that joy, 
that hilatity which we ſee. in ma- 
ny animals ? Why are they en- 
dowed with ſuch happy inſtincts 
for the preſeryation and well-be-. 
ing "both of che individual, and 
the ſpecies ? ? And why art thou, ; 
O an! endowed with under- 
M ſtanding 
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of the world is i moſt, 'power-: 
ful; wiſe and benevolent being: 
even that infinately good God, 
whom: we, ag. Cbriſtians, pro- 
* to worſt 
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beral to us : having preſented us 
wh n redfoneble nuture, and 
therehy with a/ capacity for in- 
teleing?,” fociat, ard“ 3 8 
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. The pleaſures of the. imagination 
might have been mentioned, which, if 
they de 5' n6t” abſdl uy deen — Pl 

_ tale; ſeeit, however, to be our pes 
cul property, a ved from the 


inferior animals. "Theſe pleaſures right- 
ly Waage (ad ever ry thing Pervertid 
Rs ie ee very happy ten. 
775 Os che heart better; while 
: 1 15 0 155 ſor nothing, that at 


w_ "Gol TT ume yo us 
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Wr have a very great plez- 
ſure in conſidering and compa- 


ring objects, and Judging of 
them. And, perhaps, theſe fa- 
culties are ſeldom more agreea- 
bly exerciſed, than upon the 
phænomena of nature, of which 
we "ourſelves make an eminent 
part. Perhaps no ſtuch f is more 
generally pleaſing. From hence, 
too, eſpecially from the ſtudy 
of human nature, we derive the 
knowledge of morals, our hap- 


imagitiatidh its bealtiful and fibfime be- 
nery F No ſurely. From the ſtudy of 
natural to the contemplation of moral 
beauty and e the > progreſs i: is ea 
y and direct. 


N ned eee 
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pieſt knowledge. Nature and 
art together furniſh an infinite 
variety of intellectual pleaſ ures. 
And ſometimes, here the ge 

nius is unuſually; ſtrong, the 
pleaſure of invention is ſuper- 
added. Aſtoniſhing are the in- 
ſtances of human invention, 
which make their appearance in 
a great city: and, without doubt, 
great ſatisfaction had the curious 
artiſt in bringing his ANG? to 
e PET THE 


IS there, in the 8 a 
human being, who, relinquiſhes 
* It muſt be confeſſed, indeed, that, 


| without revelation, the moral ſcience 
would 11 been ve * imperfect. 


. 


2 


his 
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his ſocial Capacity? He it not 2 


man. He has renounced” bis Bu- 
Slap he - ſhocking effed 
of pride, or vanity, or falſe re- 
ligion ; or poffibly of all three, 
_ — Behold another wretch;” who 
thinks td make his advantage of 
ſociety, by practiſing fraud and 
Injury 1—If the fitſt have quit- 
ted ſociety voluntarily, it were 
devoutly to be withed,” that this 
other ſhould be driven from the 
A ſocial part of 'mankind; Theſe 
bh appily experience how ſweet 
| are e the charities of father, 
„ ſon, and brother: how pre- 
ious the ſympathy of lovers 
"ou of friends: how tender tho 
, -M yniyerſa 
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8 biads the, pe- 
cies together. Our ;gracigus 
| Maker intended we ſhould. de 
ci much of our happineſs 
from benevolent affections, and 
deneyolent offices done and re- 
i ceived; we fel that he framed 
us with this view. But, a8 2 
ſoeial creatute, ſupremely bleſt 
is he 25% heart  exults_ in the 
oh: ommniration. of cn. y 
as bigs our. = | 
cal andi intellectual acts, altho 
they may bo confidered ſeparate - 
ly, under theſe denominations, 
muſt, at che ſame time, of ne- 
n. be likewiſe moral: for, 

Ig * 4 it 
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166 MEDITATION 6 / 
it ſhould ſeem⸗ a moral agent 
can do nothing of importance, 
which is perfectly indifferent, 
as being neither good nor evil. 
Our moral capacity ĩs our high- 
eſt; and our moral happineſs 
our beſt. As moral beings we 
are capable of diſcerning; and 
doing what is right and good, 
and the contrary. That ct alſo 
which we underſtand to be right 
and good, WE neceſſarily ap- 
prove z:i-and what we underſtand 1 
to be the contrary, we neceſſarily 
condemn. From hence it is evi- 
dent, that We muſt practice 
order to be happy. How ſhouldd 
” 2190 Is 3 AE he 
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he be happy who is e cο,jn 
generoſity and gentleneſs towards 
others, joined with ſelf com 
mand, ſobriety / and purity with 
teſpect to ourſelves, will not en- 
ſure, happineſs—— they ſeem, 
hawever,.. to be tending that 
way. Vet if, being alone, 
they ſhould fail, when grafted ? 
upon religious principle, and 
connected y with. ' religious Wor- 
ſhip, they never can! Supremely 
to venerate the eternal Father, 
to love him; with unbounded 
gratitude, to truſt in him with 
abſolute confidence, to hope in 

his W in his good- Kr 
12 e 
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to his wiſe, and holy, and gra- 
eious will, paying him filial obe- 
cr the practice of all vir. 
4; — i to be . 

851 ct t bus 42004 Vr 
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=y Or ſhall we affirm, ' ial the — 
45 egregioully miſtaken, ** he faid, 
* Hope, Tove, and joy Joy, fair pleaſure $ 
ig train,” oll A 1 
Wen and grief, che family of 
0 pan” 
Shall we 4855 that bleſſed is is he that i is 
ujulk, baſe, treacherous, cruel, envi- 
dus, "wrathful, malicious ? He > that 
| temperate and unchaſte ? He that lives as 
+. there were no God; ö he chat, there- 
ole, never meditates with delight « on the 
. excellence Ad goodneſs ;, he that, 


when finking under diftreſs ( the heritage, 
* more 
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Vn various; indeed, ar 
the advantages for improving 
theit reaſan, allotted to difforent 
men,, at different times, and in 


vantages; and he that has fow- 
eſt, if he makes a good uſe of 
them, though his happigeſs i is 


0 Ni er 


more or leſs, of human Kind) bath yo 
Almighty Friend to ſupport him? If 
8 indeed, are we very ſtrangely 
e and wor ee but 


"1 


ome well mea = e 


| . tallow 2 70 15 
oh * 


the fame time, and in the ſame 
country: but all have ſome ad- 


, 
” 
4 
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be inconceivable to ſuch beings 
pineſs, though not a Chriſtian, 
he ſhall derive from the grace of 
the goſpel. The Chriſtian is 
enriched with the nobleſt privi- 
leges. And that Chriſtian, who 
has little knowledge, beſide 
what he has collected from the 
Bible, yet underſtands his reli- 
gion, and is duly influenced by 
its heayenly principles — even he 
(in my apprehenſion) is poſſeſſed. 
of more real excellence, and 
real enen ode the moſt 

n Hat IX plaufible 
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is kind and gracious to us all. 


But it ſeemed good to his infi- 
nite wiſdom, to diſtinguiſh ſome 


of us fromthe teſt, in a very re- 


mirkable | manner. The ſame 
apoſtle affirms (Epiſt. to Galat. 
chap. 3.) chat the goſpel was 
preached to Abraham, wiien it 
was Haid to him, „ in thy ſeed 


hall all nations be bleſſed: 


and that the bleſſing of faithful 


Abraham was intended to come 
5 | upon 


plauſible philoſopher,” who'is ©; | 
nne as to aden | 


Wr are all the offspring 23 
the glorious Deity, (as Paul de- 
clares to the Athenians) and he 
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firmed alſo,” that God made a 
covenant with Abraham, which 
ooveriantwas confirfedin Chriſt, 
and n neuer deſarmnutied by the 
la. This covenant che apo - 
tle calle Ikewiſe the promiſe. 
And I think ware plainly given 
te underſtand, that all profeſfing 
_ Ehriſtians are bers af this'co- 
venant or ::promiſe;” and be 2. 
dopted | children; of God. Be- 
* :cbgaremof God. by faith in 
4 Jeſus Chriſti; for as mary of 
* yu as have Brem Bar rizty 
* into Chriſtʒ. have put on 
an? oy « Chriſt 


DI Vii NB Lovz. 225. 


©; Chpiſt—andz;if he be Chrilt's, 
« then are ye! Abraham s. ſeedy 
< an⁰νi heir ac ing to th 
* prtomiſe. New, unleſs alt 
Chriſt, were fomewhat better 
than praſeſſing - Chriſtians, a 
ſachs of; neceifity, muſt theſe. 
ineſtimable en ee * 


Ar ot 1 [in ert 

e —_ OY 
oendants of Abraham (im the 
line of Ifaac and Jacob) were 
The euſt, however, is now al- 
tered; They ſtumbled at that 
ſtumbling ſtone [the true Meſ- 
1 chereby excluded 


them 


195 MEDITATION o 
themſelves*. But we, Chriſtians, 
are a. choſen generation, a royal 
prieſthood, a holy nation, a pecu- 
liar people: that we ſhould ſhew 
forth the praiſes of him who hath 
called us out of the darkneſs of 
Heatheniſm into his marvellous 
goſpel- light. We, in time paſt, 
were not a people; but no are 
the people of God: we, in lime 
but nom have obtained mercy. 
We Gentiles + formerly were 
from the commonwealth of I- 
1 and ſtrangers from n 


* It Epiſt. of Peter, chap. 3 
Is + onda Epheſ, chap, i. and ii. 


ther, 
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n perro aide 
e eee 


— the arg} we, 


who ſome time were far of; re 


Qhriſt.' For hie is our peace, 
ho hath made both one ; and 
hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us. 

He came and preached peace to 


the Gentiles, who were far of, 


_— . 0 1 Who" * 
nig; 


him we both have acceſs, by 
one Spirit, unto the Father. 
N Now, 


made nig by hen biecd f 


were eee and re | 


178. Arpern see > o 

there re, We axe no more 
Pres and for iynhers ;. but el. 
laid ci of i WR and of 
the henſbald of Gal. We Gen- 
tiles are now bectie pe- heir, 
and of te ſome Budy, and par- 
takers 'of the exOMISE ' of God 
in Cheif,. by the Golpel, Ia- 
deed, we haye much greater ad- 


jo  vantages than che Jews bad be- 


fore the © > of Chriſt. We 
have a mitch-clearer idea of the 
b f divine grace. 
We are favoured wich a more 
perfect- and fpirityal dodrine,, 
whereby to. regulate our hearts 
and lives: together with the 
PE 


” 
* - 4 
LARS. - 


divine, boys us 
deemer. "Rate gran ag 
untg, a lively hope, by the re- 
irr6tion of Jeſus Chriſt fron 
the dead, to an inheritance in- 
corruptible, \ undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away. Such, are the 
ineſtimable arivileges. to which 
ye . Gentiles. were choſen in 
Chriſt, before the foundation * 
the world, being pr e 
to the adoption of. children'*..... 
n 
eonhder, whether this be not à ratio 
interpretation of St. Paul's doctri 
"It Tack a one " ſhiouls 169K into thele Pa- 


pers, 1 Salad beg tr hint to think, Whe- 
tber he can otherwiſe tolerably explain 


hat is ſaid;concerning election and pre- 
| 4cſtination, | 
N 2 


7 


To» 


«ce Be- | 
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Behold what wond'rous grace 
„ The Father hath beſtow'd, 
« On finners of a mortal race, 

88 2 cal e of. God! ; 


4, Nor doch it yet aper 
« How great wemuſt bemade: 
« But, when we fee our Saviour 
LICE ec here, | 


« We ſhall be like o our head. 


6 A Low ſo 1 Arine, 
May trials well endure, 
« May purge our ſouls from ſenſe 
= er 
0 As Chriſt the Lord i 1s pure. 


To 
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To this end hath our moſt gra- 
cious God and Father choſen 
us that we ſhould be holy, and 
without blame, before him, in 
love. 80 ſhall we not receive 
the grace of God IN YAIN * 
ſo hall we walk worthy of the 
vocation where with we are cal 
led: ſo ſhall we make our cal- 
ling and election ſure:— ſo ſhall 
we, in due time, attain bappi- 
195 n and incencei Valle. 


Wr ſee, then, in ane hes. 
ſure, how the Author of all 
good hath manifeſted his love 
to us, both as men, and as 
Chrj iftians. And will not Hea- 
N 3 ven 
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ven and Earth teſtify their ab- 
| horrence of our ingratitude, if 
we. love not him who hath fr} 
| ſo wonderfully loved us? Our 
gratitude will be beſt declared, 
. ®by our conſtant endeavour to 
excel in all virtue and goodneſs, 
Particularly we ſhall do well to 
meditate much and attentively 
upon the works and the word of 
; God, and then apply the know- 
ledge we gain to its proper uſe. 
Though it be only a ſinall por- 
tian, it will render us wiſer than 
the moſt knowing philoſopher, 
who acts differently. Know- 
ledge, like money, is good on- 
V it is — If it ſerve 


no 
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55 e or even N 
ignorance were better. But if, 
thereby, both the underſtanding 
and the heart be improved ; jr 
it lead us to · virtue, andto God— — 
tina of knowledge is moſt va- 
"_ 2113 bits © als ut DIP 

wr aan to kive G68; he. 
cauſe he firſt loved us; but not 
for that reaſon alone.” a It has 
deen Rid, inilbed, chat chere f is 
— Thus much, however, 
is certain, that we may have a 
| N 4 de- 
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delightful: complacency in con- 
ſidering the character of a hu- 
man being, who is greatly ac- 
tive in promoting happineſs and 
| virtue all around him, although 
we receive no other benefit from 
him, than what we derjve from 
our reflection upon his amiable 
character; we may intereſt our- 
ſelves in his welfare, we may 
rejoice in his proſperity, we 
may love him. Even ſo may 
we. think, with the moſt de- 
lightful complacency, upon the 
character. of the Deity, the 
bleſſed Authar of all virtue and 
excellence, and happineſs ; ; who 
Is ever active to promote theſe 
* 
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throughout the vaſt creation, in 
the manner moſt agreeable to his 
infinite wiſdom : we may inte- 
reſt ourſelves in his welfare, we 
may rejoice in his proſperity, 


we may love him not merely 
for the portion he hath allotted 
us, but for the immenſity 
of good which he has confer- 
red, and is always conferring, 
upon the innumerable orders of 
beings which inhabit the uni- 
verſe. O, then, let us look, 
with attention, on that part of 
the works of God, which he 
hath exhibited to us; and thus 
let us behold, as in a faithful 
mirror, original excell. nce and 

good- 
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 Loodneſe and,  beholding, let 
us venerate and love. As Chriſ- 
_ titans, it will ener be 
come us. 


. we Chriſtians f Let us 
affectionately remember the wor- 
thy name whereby we are called: 

let us humbly recommend our- 
ſelves to our heavenly Father, 
intreating him for his Spiri, and 
kind aſſiſtance: with unceaſing 
diligence let us labour, that we 
may approve ourſelves to him in 
all our conduct: let us give 
thanks continually, for his grace, 
in Jeſs Chriſt, confeſſing our 
fins 
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fins and unworthinefs : and let 


e e eee 
nal love for evermose. 8 


N. B. I would ba nor © | 
recommend it to the Reader, to 
dy carefully the following 
few, but excellent books; if he 
ſhould defire to ſee further into 
the ſubjects which theſe papers 
have 10 ghtly touched upon. 
| Clarke's Seripture Doctrine of 
the Trinity. An Appeal to the 
Common Senſe of all Chriſtian 
People. Lindſey's Apology. 
Clarke on the Attributes, &c.. | 
Woolaſton' s Religion of Nature. - 
Price on Morals. . Locke on the 
| Epiſtles. 
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of Atonement. 


Alſo Taylor 8 Seriprs! Datine 
To this laſt 
gentleman I own myſelf greatly 
indebted, for his illuttration of 
tha ſacred: writing On the 
chef t the Trinity, I think, 
Appeal; to the Common Senſe, 
. to. be. the, book. moſt gene- 
rally Cee, which 1 have ſeen: 
being happily intelligible to the 
plain underſtandings of common 
Chriſtians, altho a book filled 
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With argument, and entering 


deep even to the bottom of 5 
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